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Summary of member expertise and declarations
Member

Expertise

Declarations

Professor Lisa Bero (Chair)

Professor Bero has an interest in the translation of
science into clinical practice and health policy, with
a particular focus on methods for assessing bias in
the design, conduct and dissemination of research.
Professor Bero has sat on a number of international
committees related to conflicts of interest and
research. She has widely published in many journals
and her current research program covers bias,
meta-analysis and systematic reviews,
pharmaceutical policy, tobacco control policy and
methods for environmental hazard and risk
assessment.

Full-time employment at The University of Colorado
Senior Editor, Cochrane Public Health and Health
Services Network and Research Integrity
Travel support to present at the 34th Annual
Meeting of the European Society of Human
Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE) 2018.
Published extensively on methods for systematic
review and risk of bias assessment impact of
conflicts of interest and funding sources on the
design, conduct and publication of research.
NHMRC project grant 2018-2020 (no-cost extension
into 2021)
External Conflicts of Interest Advisor for the
Canadian Health Product and Food Branch (HPFB)’s
future Nutrition Science Advisory Committee
(NSAC) and the Science Advisory Committee for
Health Products Containing Cannabis (SAC-HPCC)
for which she receive hourly consultant payments.
Member of the NHMRC Synthesis and Translation of
Research Evidence Advisory Group.

Associate Professor Bernadette
Richards

Bernadette Richards, BA, LLB (Hons), PhD is an
Adjunct Associate Professor of Law at Queensland
University of Technology, Australian Centre for
Health Law Research and Adelaide University. She is
the President of the Australasian Association of
Bioethics and Health Law and is a member of the
NHMRC’s Australian Health Ethics Committee, the

Will conduct research and funds will support
appointment of Post Doc researchers to assist in the
research.
Current member of 3 NHMRC Principle Committees
as listed.

Embryo Research Licensing Committee and Dietary
Guidelines Governance Committee and was the
Chair of the Mitochondrial Donation Expert Working
Committee. An active researcher, she has
completed major projects on organ donation,
consent to treatment and legal issues around
innovative surgery. She is a chief investigator on
three current major grants, NHMRC Partnership
Grant, “Strategies for the inclusion of vulnerable
populations in developing complex and sensitive
public policy: A case study in Advance Care
Planning”, NHMRC Ideas Grant, 'The algorithm will
see you now: ethical, legal and social implications of
adopting machine learning systems for diagnosis
and screening' and ARC Discovery Grant, 'Support
or Sales? Medical Device Representatives
in Australian Hospitals'. She is currently writing a
book ‘Technology, Healthcare and the Law:
An evolving relationship’ to be published in the first
half of 2021 and has published over 80 journal
articles, book chapters and books.
Doctor Hilda Bastian

Doctor Bastian has an interest in epidemiology and
effectiveness research. Doctor Bastian was a
founding member and has held multiple roles at the
Cochrane Collaboration. She was formerly a senior
clinical research scientist at the US National
Institutes of Health, in its National Centre for
Biotechnology Information. Doctor Bastian headed
the Health Information Department at the National
Institute of Quality and Efficiency in Health Care in
Germany. Her research interest is in factors
affecting the validity of systematic reviews.

Freelance paid and unpaid writing for commercial
and non-commercial outlets, including PLOS and
BMJ.
Dean's Scholarship (fee waiver) for the PhD
program at Bond University (2010-2020)
Editorial board, Drugs and Therapeutics Bulletin
(since 2020)
Leader of Independent Advisory Group for
Stakeholder engagement in high-profile reviews
pilot (Cochrane Collaboration).
Lectures on research integrity with travel and
accommodation, University of Utah (2018)

Speaker, World Conference of Science Journalists
(2019)
Senior Clinical Scientist, National Centre for
Biotechnology Information at the US National
Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health
(2011-2018).
Speaker, Virginia Commonwealth University (2017)
Speaker, University of Utah (2017)
Adjunct Professor Davina Ghersi

Professor Ian Olver

Professor Ghersi is the Senior advisor to the NHMRC
Chief Executive Officer on all aspects of the
evaluation and use of research evidence, including
research funded by NHMRC and clinical practice,
public health and environmental health guidelines
produced by the agency. She is experienced in
leading clinical trials, cohort study and guideline
reform. Prof Ghersi has published extensively in
peer reviewed journals on the topic of best practice
methodologies and processes for public health and
guideline development.

Member of the Cochrane Collaboration

Professor Olver has been instrumental in
establishing multiple oncology clinics across
Australia. He has held many leadership positions in
the area of oncology and research. In 2020 he
accepted the position of Professorial Research
Fellow, School of Psychology, Faculty of Health and
Medical Sciences, University of Adelaide and
Adjunct Professor, School of Public Health, in the
Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences. He has
published over 330 articles in journals, 28 book
chapters and 4 books.

Employed by the University of Adelaide

Professor Olver has served on many ethics
committees including the Australian Health Ethics
Committee of the NHMRC for 9 years and was chair

Academic appointment, The University of Sydney
World Health Organisation, Nutrition Department
Chair, NHMRC Synthesis and Translation of
Research Evidence Advisory Group

Holds one NHMRC grant on implementation science
which may related to the Guidelines Committee and
one ARC Discovery project relating to alcohol
consumption.
Engaged in educational activities in the past 5 years
with Teasro, Helsinn, Teva, Seqirus, Merck.
Consult for Bellberry Ethics Committee
Australian Research Council Medical Research
Advisory Group
VieCure Clinical Advisory Committee

for 6 years until 2018. He also served on the NHMRC
Council for 6 years. He serves on the Cancer
Monitoring Advisory Group of the Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare. He currently chairs
the Board for the Sax Institute in Sydney and the
Adolescent and Young Adult Advisory Board to
Canteen. Professor Olver was awarded Membership
of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2011 “For service to
medical oncology as a clinician, researcher,
administrator and mentor, and to the community
through leadership roles with cancer control
organisations.”

Aucentra Therapeutics Pty Ltd, Advisory Board
Voluntary Chair of Board of Sax Institute

