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Introduction 

 
The purpose of this document is to provide advice to applicants and Administering Institutions’ 
Research Administration Officers to assist in the completion and submission of applications for 
NHMRC Centres for Clinical Research Excellence funding.  This document should be read in 
conjunction with the Funding Policy for the Centres for Clinical Research Excellence (referred to 
herein as the ‘Funding Policy’) which is located at: 
 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/apply/granttype/ccre/index.htm.   

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• A PDF electronic version of the application is only required.  Where separate attachments 
form part of the application, then: 
# These must be labelled and placed at the end of the document 

(NOT inserted in the body of the application form). 
# The attachments should NOT form separate electronic documents 

 
• All text used in the application should be in Times New Roman font and 12 point or larger 

in size.  Where specified, character and page limits must be adhered to.  Information 
provided beyond these limits will not be considered by the Grant Review Panel.  The 
Character limits specified do not include spaces. 

 
•  ‘Check boxes’ which appear in the Microsoft Word version of the Full Application Form 

can be checked electronically by double clicking them and selecting the appropriate option 
from the menu. 

 
• The application is the prime source of information available for assessment.  Therefore, it it 

is to contain all the information necessary for assessment, without the need for further 
written or oral explanation, or reference to additional documentation, including the World 
Wide Web.  All details in the application, particularly concerning any successful grants, 
must be current at the time of application. 

 
• All applications must be submitted through the Research Office of a registered NHMRC 

Administering Institution. 
 
• Once submitted to the NHMRC, the application will be considered final and no changes will 

be permitted. 
 
• Applicants may withdraw their application at any time. 
 
• Refer to “Appendix 1: Submission of PDF files” in this document for additional advice on 

how to submit your application. 
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Application Summary 
 
Application Identification Number 
 
The Application Identification Number (Application ID) will be allocated to you by your Research 
Administration Office and must be included on the form. 
 
Centre Name 
 
Refer to 1.1  
 
Administering Institution 
 
Refer to 1.8  
 
Chief Investigator A 
 
Refer to 4A.2 
 

Budget 

Refer to 6.6 
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Section 1 – Initial Details 
1.1  Centre Name 
 
The Centre Name will be used to identify the application at all times during the assessment process 
and should accurately describe the nature of the project. 
 
1.2 Lay Description – Summary of Centre proposal (suitable for media) 
 
In this section of the application, you are required to provide a summary description of the centre 
that is suitable for release to the media. 
 
It should be easily understood by the general public while still conveying the general nature of 
Centre.  Avoid the use of highly technical terms.  Be brief and describe the overall aims of the 
research centre and expected outcomes in a manner the general public will understand.  The 
description should also identify potential benefits to the community. 
 
This information will be made available, if requested, to members of the public, journalists, etc. and 
may be used for the purposes of reporting on grants to Government.   
(Maximum 500 characters) 
 
1.3 Research Involving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples  
 
As part of its commitment to advancing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health research, the 
NHMRC has established certain requirements and processes which are designed to ensure that 
research into Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health is not only of the highest scientific merit 
but that it is beneficial and acceptable to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  
 
These questions enable applicants to identify research that is specifically and primarily motivated 
by a desire to investigate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health issues.  They are also 
designed to enable the NHMRC to identify those research proposals which will require assessment 
for their benefit and acceptability to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 
Centre proposals that specifically relate to the health of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples must address The Criteria for Health and Medical Research of Indigenous Australians as 
part of their application. The statement addressing The Criteria for Health and Medical Research of 
Indigenous Australians is integral to the peer review process and will be assessed by an Indigenous 
Health Research Review Panel (IHRRP). 
 
If you answer yes to question 1.3 a), you must address The Criteria for Health and Medical Research of 
Indigenous Australians which can be found at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/_files/indighth.pdf
(12,000 characters maximum) 
 
The IHRRP will review your application against these criteria to support the standard peer review 
process.   
 
Question 1.3 b) enables applicants to identify specific components of their proposal that relate to 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples.   
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Outline how much of the overall research funding is budgeted for that component, and describe 
what proportion of the research effort and/or capacity building activity will be directed to this 
component.   
(2,000 characters maximum) 
 
Researchers proposing to establish research centres which specifically relate to the health of 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples, or which includes distinct Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander populations, biological samples or data, should be aware of, and refer to, the 
following documents in formulating their proposal: 
 

The NHMRC Road Map: A Strategic Framework for Improving Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Health through Research (2002) – describes broad research themes which 
were identified through a national consultative process and reflect the health and medical 
research priorities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.   
 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/r28syn.htm
 
Values and Ethics: Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health Research (2003) – provide guidance to researchers for conceiving and 
designing research proposals which meet the highest ethical standards and ensure respect 
for the principles and values of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture/s in 
which the research will be conducted.   
 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/ethics/human/conduct/guidelines/_files/e52.pdf

 
1.4   Access Eligibility - You Must Answer This Question.   
 
For question 1.4.a) you must answer “Yes” if any of the CIs on this application are currently 
receiving, or applying for, support from an Institution or Centre which receives research funding 
directly or indirectly from the Commonwealth Government for the same health and medical 
research. You must also provide a justification of why this proposal is not funded, or could not be 
expected to be funded, through current Commonwealth Government research initiatives. Failure to 
address this requirement can result in your application being excluded from further consideration. 
 
1.5  Clinical Research 
 
For question 1.5a) you must answer “Yes” if your research involves direct interaction between 
investigators and one or more patients or subjects.   
 
For question 1.5b) you must answer “Yes” if your research is to conduct a clinical trial.  The Large 
Scale Clinical Trials Committee may provide additional review of applications to conduct clinical 
trials.  
 
A clinical trial should be considered as the evaluation of any health care intervention (including 
prevention, early detection, treatment, health service, behavioural change) in a human population 
with disease or at risk of disease. 
 
The clinical trial will usually involve the comparison of a new treatment or intervention against a 
standard care/management assessing the impact of each on health outcomes or intermediate 
endpoints, using a controlled design. A trial could also involve early phase 1 or phase 2 trials 
without a control group. 
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1.6  Referral to other Funding Agencies 
 
For question 1.6a) you must answer “Yes” if you are seeking support for this application (or a very 
similar proposal, which overlaps with the work to be undertaken) from other funding agencies.   
The names of the agencies should be entered in Part b and the corresponding application numbers. 
(500 characters maximum) 
 
In answering Yes” to this question, you will also be giving permission to the NHMRC to provide 
certain information, on request, to other funding agencies seeking information from the NHMRC 
about high ranking but  unfunded applications in areas of research that they may wish to fund.   
 
However, you may choose not to have the information released.  This permission is essential 
because of the confidential nature of the grant application. 
 
Institutions 
 
1.7   Administering Institution Name 
 
While there may be instances where a CCRE grant is carried out in more than one location, there 
can be only one Administering Institution for each grant.  You must ensure that the Administering 
Institution you intend to choose is the appropriate institution for your application.  If in doubt you 
should contact the Research Office at your proposed Administering Institution to ensure it is the 
correct institution and has the facilities to administer your application. 
 
The NHMRC will only fund an NHMRC registered Administering Institution.  Therefore, if your 
proposed Administering Institution is not yet registered with the NHMRC, it must do so before the 
CCRE application can be submitted.  
 
Further information on the requirements for NHMRC Administering Institutions is available at: 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/admininst.htm  
 
1.8 Contact Details for Research Administration Officer (RAO) 
 
Provide current contact details for the Research Administration Officer who will be directly 
responsible for administration of this grant, if awarded, on behalf of the Administering Institution.  
Ensure all details are up to date as the NHMRC will liaise directly with the RAO in relation to this 
grant. 
 
1.9  Collaborating Institution(s) 
 
In some cases the Institution that will administer your centre application may collaborate with a 
number of different institutions in conducting the proposed research.  For example, many 
universities administer research which will be conducted in an affiliated teaching hospital. 
 
If you answer ‘Yes’ to this question, indicate where the research will be carried out, as well as the 
department at which the research will be conducted within that Actual Institution.  Provide the 
percentage allocated to each Actual Institution and department to reflect the sharing of the research 
effort amongst the institutions that you have listed.  The percentages can not exceed 100%. 
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Where more than one institution is involved, provide details in Part b) of the agreed arrangements 
for management of the grant (including how intellectual property will be handled).  The head of 
your Administering Institution will be required to certify that arrangements for the management of 
the grant have been agreed between all institutions associated with this application. 
(1000 characters maximum) 
 
Section 2 – Research Type 
Classifications/ Objectives 
 
This section requires you to broadly identify the research area and objectives of the research 
proposal.  The NHMRC’s Broad Research Areas and the Burden of Disease categories (based on an 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare construct) are used to inform Government of the breadth 
of NHMRC research funding. The Research Fields, Courses and Disciplines (RFCD - formally 
known as Field of Research), and Socio-Economic Objectives categories are published by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) in the Australian and New Zealand Standard Research 
Classification (ANZSRC), 2008. .  More information on the ABS classifications is available at: 
 
http://www.abs.gov.au
 

2.1  Broad Research Area 

From the pick list provided in the Full Application Form, select the Broad Research Area that best 
describes the research proposal.  Tick one box only.  If your research proposal covers more than 
one of the broad research areas, tick the box which applies to the biggest component of the 
proposal. 

 

2.2  Research Fields, Courses and Disciplines (RFCD) Classification 
 
Select and insert here, one 6-digit Discipline and description from the list in the Australian and New 
Zealand Standard Research Classification (ANZSRC), 2008, that best describes the research 
proposal, and insert your selection into the Application Form. 
 
The appropriate classification to use is Division 11 – Medical and Health Services and is available 
at: 

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/38AFE6FE9DD7BA6BCA25741800
048AE8?opendocument

 

2.3  Keywords/ Phrases describing the field of research 
 
This information may be used in the review process to assist with the selection of appropriate 
reviewers for your application.  It may also be used for analysing NHMRC’s funding profile. 
 
From the list provided at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/keywords.htm enter a minimum 
of three and a maximum of five keywords, which describe the research more specifically.  If no 
appropriate keywords can be found, up to two new keywords may be inserted. 

(Minimum 3 & maximum 5 entries – 1 entry per line and maximum 60 characters each) 
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2.4  Keywords/ Phrases – Health Issue/ Disease/ Clinical Condition relevant to this 
research 

From the list provided at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/keywords.htm enter a minimum 
of three and a maximum of five keywords or key phrases, which describe the specific health areas 
or diseases/conditions to which this research is relevant.    

(Minimum 3 & maximum 5 entries – 1 entry per line and maximum 60 characters each) 
 

2.5  Burden of Disease 
 
The NHMRC routinely reports on how the research it funds aims to reduce the burden of disease.  
The Burden of Disease categories are based on an AIHW Burden of Disease classification system 
which covers 161 disease areas.   
 

Consider the 27 categories listed below and select up to three of these that best describe the area of 
research proposed.  Allocate a percentage of time against each disease group selected. Total 
percentage of time allocated must add to 100%. 
1. Asthma 
2. Respiratory conditions-acute and chronic  
3. Cardiovascular disease 
4. Cancer - Malignant neoplasms 
5. Benign neoplasms/myomas 
6. Congenital abnormalities 
7. Diabetes mellitus  
8. Endocrine and metabolic 
9. Diseases of the digestive system 
10. Genitourinary (including kidney) diseases 
11. Infectious and parasitic diseases  
12. Injuries - Unintentional and Intentional  
13. Maternal conditions, foetal development and neonatal disorders  
14. Mental disorders  
15. Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias 
16. Sense Organ disorders 
17. Nervous system disorders 
18. Arthritis  
19. Osteoporosis 
20. Other Musculo-skeletal conditions 
21. Nutritional deficiencies 
22. Oral health 
23. Skin diseases (excluding skin cancer/melanoma) 
24. Other Ill-defined conditions 
25. Immunity, immunology not elsewhere classified 
26. Genetics –developments, defects, inherited conditions and therapies not elsewhere 

classified,  
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27. Health services research, Public health matters and epidemiology not elsewhere classified 

 

2.6  Socio-Economic Objectives 
 
The Socio-Economic Objective (SEO) classification is part of the Australian and New Zealand 
Standard Research Classification (ANZSRC), 2008.  
 
From the ‘Health (92)’ SEO classification, select the 6-digit code/s for a minimum of one and a 
maximum of five Socio-Economic Objectives that best describe the research proposal. The SEOs 
can be found at: 
 
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/25AA55D93A67F9E5CA257418000
539C7?opendocument
 
The Socio-Economic Objective classification allows the research proposal to be classified in line 
with the researcher's perceived purpose in undertaking the particular study.  This is different to the 
nature of the research (eg. the field of research, which is covered under Question 2.2). 
 
If your research proposal is not adequately covered in the list provided, use the closest “ not 
elsewhere classified” objective. 
(Minimum of 1 and maximum 5 entries – percentage allocation must add to 100%) 
 
2.7  National Research Priorities 
 
Select the relevant National Research Priority (NRP) area(s) and enter a percentage in the table to 
describe that portion of the research relevant to the selected priority sub-group (NRP1-NRP4).  The 
total percentage should not exceed 100% in each NRP but may be less than 100%.  Detailed 
descriptions of the NRPs are available at:   
 
http://www.arc.gov.au/pdf/2004_designated_national_research_priorities_&_associate.pdf
 
Note that information regarding which priority area(s) this research proposal may address will assist 
the NHMRC to capture appropriate data for reporting purposes. 

 

2.8  Consumer and Community Participation 
 
The Consumers Health Forum of Australia Inc (CHF) and the National Health and Medical 
Research Council worked in partnership with consumers and researchers to develop the Statement 
on Consumer and Community Participation in Health and Medical Research (2005).   The 
Statement on Participation was developed in recognition of the contribution that consumers can 
make to research, as well as their right to participate in research. It is available at:  
 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/r22syn.htm
 
You must answer “Yes” to this question if the research involves consumer and/or community 
participation.  Further details are to be provided in Part b) to e).   
(500 characters maximum for each part) 
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