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Appendix B:	 Guideline shortlist and inclusion criteria
The guideline inclusion criteria are based on those used by the U.S. National Guidelines 
Clearinghouse. These criteria establish a level of rigour in the selection of the included 
guidelines.

Guideline inclusion criteria:
The guideline contains systematically developed statements that include 1.	
recommendations, strategies, or information that assists physicians and/or other health 
care practitioners and patients to make decisions about appropriate health care for 
specific clinical circumstances. 

The guideline was produced under the auspices of medical specialty associations, 2.	
relevant professional societies, public or private organisations, government agencies at 
the Federal, State, or local level, or health care organisations. 

Corroborating documentation can be produced and verified that a systematic literature 3.	
search and review of existing scientific evidence published in peer reviewed journals 
was performed during the guideline development. 

The full text guideline is freely available and accessible on the internet, in the English 4.	
language. The guideline is current and the most recent version produced. Documented 
evidence can be produced or verified that the guideline was developed, reviewed, or 
revised within the last five years (2004-2008).

Included guidelines:
Adams HP, del Zoppo G, Alberts MJ, Bhatt DL, Brass L, Furlan A, et al. Guidelines for the 
early management of adults with ischemic stroke: a guideline from the American Heart 
Association/American Stroke Association Stroke Council, Clinical Cardiology Council, 
Cardiovascular Radiology [trunc]. Stroke 2007 May;38(5):1655-711.

European Stroke Organization (ESO) Executive Committee, ESO Writing Committee. 
Guidelines for the management of ischaemic stroke and transient ischaemic attack 2008. 
Heidelberg: ESO; 2008.

Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario and Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario. 
Nursing best practice guideline: stroke assessment across the continuum of care. Toronto: 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario and Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario; 2005.

Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement (ICSI). Diagnosis and initial treatment of 
ischemic stroke. 7th ed. Bloomington (MN): ICSI; 2008.

Lindsay PBP, Bayley MM, Hellings CB, Hill MMM, Woodbury EBM, Phillips SM. Canadian 
best practice recommendations for stroke care (updated 2008). CMAJ 2008  
Dec 2;179(12):S1-S25.

National Collaborating Centre for Chronic Conditions. Stroke: national clinical guideline for 
diagnosis and initial management of acute stroke and transient ischemic attack (TIA). Prepared 
by the Intercollegiate Stroke Working Party. London: Royal College of Physicians; 2008.

National Stroke Foundation. Clinical guidelines for acute stroke management. Melbourne 
(VIC): National Stroke Foundation; 2007.
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Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN). Management of patients with stroke 
or TIA: assessment, investigation, immediate management and secondary prevention. A 
national clinical guideline. Edinburgh: SIGN; 2008.

Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN). Management of patients with stroke: 
identification and management of dysphagia. A national clinical guideline. Edinburgh 
(Scotland): SIGN; 2004.

Sharma M, Clark H, Armour T, Stotts G, Cote R, Hill MD et al. Acute stroke: evaluation and 
treatment. Evidence Report/Technology Assessment No. 127 (Prepared by the University of 
Ottawa Evidence-based Practice Center under Contract No. 290-02-0021). AHRQ Publication 
No. 05-E023-2. Rockville (MD): Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality; 2005.


