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Increasing the uptake of guidelines in rural emergency departments 
 
This project aimed to implement evidence-based guidelines on asthma and 
paediatric emergency conditions throughout hospitals in the New England region, 
NSW. Although various evidence-based clinical practice guidelines had been 
disseminated to emergency departments, the use of the guidelines in day-to-day 
clinical practice was low. 
 
Associate Professor Doherty developed a tailored implementation plan including 
guideline formatting, education, audit and feedback, reminders and use of opinion 
leaders. The evidence-based implementation was successful in improving the use 
of guidelines in emergency care, with immediate positive changes in clinical 
behaviour, and sustained gains at 12 months. 
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