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NEW NHMRC PREVENTION AND COMMUNITY HEALTH COMMITTEE

The Australian Government today announced the ksttaent and membership of a new
Principal Committee of the National Health and MadiResearch Council — the Prevention
and Community Health Committee (PCHC).

The Committee’s major role is to provide NHMRC’s @B°Professor Warwick Anderson,
with advice on issues in community and public Heas well as prevention of illness.

PCHC will provide expert advice on promoting andmtening good health and wellbeing,
including such matters as public and environmdmalth, illness prevention, community
and health consumer issues, and healthy ageing.

The Committee will have a key role in supportingMRC's relationship with the proposed
National Preventive Health Agency and will adviseissues as diverse as health literacy,
prevention of the transmission of infection, drimiiwater and dietary standards.

PCHC is one of two new committees established f8MRC’s 2009-2012 triennium, the
other being the Health Care Committee. They jored¢fother NHMRC committees that have
served Australians and the country’s health andicaétesearchers for many years.

PCHC members will serve a three-year term to 3@ 2012 and will be chaired by Professor
Kerin O’Dea, the Director of the Sansom InstitutBigision of Health Sciences at the
University of South Australia. Professor O’Dealsexpert in nutrition and public health.

She will be joined by eight other highly-qualifiedmmittee members including Professor
Mike Daube, a specialist in public health and dgacacy, and Sebastian Rosenberg, a strong
consumer advocate who believes in forging partmgsshith the community.

Like NHMRC'’s other Principal Committees, its menghave expertise across a wide range
of medical, clinical and public health activities.

The establishment of the PCHC is in line with tbegrnment’s commitment to expanding

the use of prevention in maintaining the healtalbAustralians.

Media contacts: Lisa Sedgwick, Parliamentary Secrary’s Office, 02 6277 4414
Carolyn Norrie, NHMRC, 0422 008 512
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Members of NHMRC'’s new Prevention and Community He#th Committee

Chair
Professor Kerin O'Dea AO

Professor O’Dea is Director of the Sansom InstitateHealth Research at the University of
South Australia. She is a nutrition scientist andlig health researcher who has made major
contributions to understanding the relationshipveein diet and chronic diseases. She was
appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia (A@)2004 for ‘service in the areas of
medical and nutrition research, to the developmépublic health policy, and to the
community, particularly Indigenous Australians’.

Members
Professor Louise Baur

Professor Baur is Professor in the Discipline aédratrics and Child Health at the University
of Sydney and a Director of the Prevention Rese@allaboration in the School of Public
Health, also at the University of Sydney. She ¢®m@sultant paediatrician at The Children’s
Hospital at Westmead, where she is Director of \Welidanagement Services. She is also
Co-Chair of NSW Health’s Aboriginal and Populatidealth Priority Taskforce. Among a
range of community activities, she is a Directodrid Vision Australia.

Dr Kyllie Cripps

Dr Cripps is an Indigenous research fellow with @remda VicHealth Koori Health Unit at
the University of Melbourne. Her research inter@stfude issues relating to Indigenous
family violence, sexual assault and child abustitding policy development and
program/service delivery. She is currently leadingARC project calle@uilding and
supporting community led partnerships to respond to Indigenous family violence in Victoria.
Dr Cripps has taught Aboriginal Health to nursitgdents and also provides training and
support to professional bodies and organisatioasirdgwith the aftermath of violence.

Professor Mike Daube

Professor Daube is Professor of Health Policy ati€Wniversity and Director of the Public
Health Advocacy Institute of WA. He was previouBlyector General of Health for
Western Australia and Chair of the National Publéalth Partnership. He is currently
Deputy Chair of the National Preventative Healtlskifarce, President of the Public Health
Association of Australia, President of the AusttalCouncil on Smoking and Health,
President of the WA Heart Foundation, Chair of\tth&@ Alcohol and Drug Authority, and is
on various other committees and editorial board@sh&k been a consultant on public health
issues for many international health agencies avergments.

Dr Tony Hobbs
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Dr Hobbs is a Rural GP obstetrician in Cootamuni@\V. He chaired the external
Reference Group developing Australia’s first NadibRrimary Health Care Strategy. He is
the immediate past chair of the Australian Genrattice Network. He is the current chair
of the Riverina Division of General Practice andrfary Health. Dr Hobbs has a strong
interest in Primary Health Care reform and has leeslved in developing an innovative
integrated Primary Health Care Centre in Cootamandr

Professor lan Olver

Professor Olver is a medical oncologist, CEO of@amcer Council Australia, Clinical
Professor, Sydney Medical School, University of issgland Adjunct Professor, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Adelaide. He graduated framiversity of Melbourne, being
subsequently awarded an MD for a project on clirtical methodology. He also has a PhD
from Monash University in bioethics. After serving several ethics committees in Victoria
and South Australia and the American Society ohiCél Oncology Ethics Committee, he
chaired the Cancer Institute NSW Research Ethicar@ittee for multi-centre cancer trials
and currently chairs the Medical Oncology Groug\ostralia Ethics Sub-committee.

Professor David Roder AM

Professor Roder works under contract for CancetrAlis, the National Breast and Ovarian
Cancer Centre and the Cancer Institute NSW andsheaearch at Cancer Council SA. He
was previously Director of Epidemiology in SA, Bdanember of the International
Association of Cancer Registries, and WHO consttiarcancer registration in Penang,
Sarawak and Mongolia. He is a member of the nattiBreastScreen committees and
Cervical Screening National Safety Monitoring Cortieg, and chairs the NSW Cancer
Screening Advisory Committee and the Advisory Baafrthe Biostatistics Collaboration of
Australia. He has authored approximately 160 joupoélications and was made a Member
of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2000 for contritbons to cancer epidemiology.

Mr Sebastian Rosenberg

Mr Rosenberg has worked in health since 1989, lb@wgras research advisor to the
Commonwealth Chief Medical Officer. He has workedivariety of policy roles for both
the Commonwealth and state governments. He haseauty CEO of the Mental Health
Council of Australia since 2005, overseeing theligabion of the semindNot for Service
report and preparing numerous subsequent paperaspects of innovative mental
healthcare. Mr Rosenberg is also a Senior Lecairtre Brain and Mind Research Institute
at the University of Sydney and is currently undkirig a PhD focusing on national mental
health policy and accountability.

Professor Steve Wesselingh

Professor Wesselingh is currently Dean of the FgailMedicine, Nursing and Health
Sciences, Monash University. He was previously @oeof the Burnet Institute, which
specialises in infectious diseases, immunologyprdic health. Initially trained as an
infectious diseases physician, Professor Wesseliraghawarded an NHMRC Neil Hamilton
Fairley Fellowship to continue studying the neunmiumology of HIV at the John Hopkins
University, Baltimore. He has a vision of high gtiamedical and public health research



-4 -

leading to appropriate biotechnology and healtlesys that will improve the health of
people in Australia and the poorly resourced coestof the region.



