Wind Farm Noise

Assessment
and
Management

NHMRC Presentation by Dr Bob Thorne, June 2011



A Wind farm noise issues
A Wind farm noise assessment
Adverse health effects

|nd farm n0|se management



Scoping the Issues

The Senate WFE Inquiry submissions
confirm

A Individuals living near operational
wind farms report sleep disturbance
and adverse health effects

A Wind farm developers and operators
do not believe that there are adverse
effects from wind farm activity



What evidence IS there to
support the claim that wind farm
NoIse can affect people?

A Extensive peer- -reviewed research

A Complaint histories to regulatory
authorities

A Personal evidence provided by way
of evidential affidavits to legal
proceedings



Are Complaints Effective?

Te Rere Hau wind farm, New Zealand
with over 360 complaints in-12 months

A City Counclil taking legal action to
reduce noise

BUT

West Wind wind farm, New Zealand
with over 900 complaints in 12 months

A City Counclil not taking action to
address complaints




The Problems
for Wind Farm developers
and Residents stem directly from
Ineffective land-use planning;
lack of understanding of the
problems involved,;
Inadequate acoustical & human
perception analysis; and
Ineffective compliance authorities
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