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1. INTRODUCTION 
The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) is Australia’s leading funding agency 
promoting the development and maintenance of public and individual health standards. NHMRC is 
established under the National Health and Medical Research Council Act 1992 (the NHMRC Act), which is 
available on the NHMRC website at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/role/index.htm  

The object of the NHMRC Act is to make provision for a national body to pursue activities designed:  
a) to raise the standard of individual and public health throughout Australia;  
b) to foster the development of consistent health standards between the States and Territories;  
c) to foster medical research and training and public health research and training throughout Australia; 

and   
d) to foster consideration of ethical issues relating to health.  

The NHMRC Strategic Plan 2007 – 2009 (Strategic Plan) describes the agency’s strategic objectives and 
provides the context within which its funding schemes operate. The Strategic Plan, which was tabled in both 
houses of the Federal Parliament, has five strategic objectives: 

Objective 1 - The best and most relevant research 
Objective 2 - Evidence base for health policy and practice 
Objective 3 - High ethical standards 
Objective 4 - Increased investment (the virtuous cycle) 
Objective 5 - To build a better NHMRC 

Further information on the Strategic Plan can be found at: 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/_files/strat_plan0709.pdf 

NHMRC will only support excellence in research, because the best outcomes flow from the best research.  
NHMRC is committed to all research relevant to health (including biomedical, clinical, public health and 
health services research) and recognises that multidisciplinary approaches are needed to solve the complex 
problems of health. 

2. SIGNIFICANT CHANGES FOR 2010 application round  
Applicants should note the following changes introduced this year: 

·  Changes to new investigator eligibility criteria – refer to section 5.1  

·  Special research areas – refer to section 7 and Attachment A for new Strategic Plan and Special 
Initiatives and revisions to Global Health (also in section 5.3) 

·  Large Scale Clinical Trial applications revisions – refer to section 6.4 on co-funding and section 10.4 
for information on assessment process. 

·  Organisations using the 2010 peer review process – refer to section 8 

·  Procedure to submit an application using Research Grants Management System (RGMS) – refer to 
section 9 

·  Introduction of the Indigenous Grant Review Panel – refer to section 10.2 

·  Introduction of a process to expedite the assessment of less competitive applications – refer to section 
10.3  

·  Modifications to the presentation of this document and the NHMRC Project Grants Advice and 
Instructions to Applicants for funding commencing in 2011(hereafter referred to as the Advice and 
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Instructions document) – some policy statements have been moved within these documents to 
improve clarity and coherence. 

·  Applicants are requested to review the formatting requirements for the Detailed Background and 
Research Plan (Pdf attachment to the application) – refer Part B: 04 of the Advice and Instructions 
document. 

Applicants are also requested to note minor amendments to objectives (section 3), description of Project 
Grants (section 4), assessment criteria (section 10), and the description of scoring categories (Attachment B). 

3. OBJECTIVES 
The Project Grant scheme aims to fund research leading to improved health of all Australians.   

To achieve this aim the scheme provides support for projects with the following attributes: 

·  investigator initiated research across all fields of research, from basic research through to research in 
clinical and community settings, relevant to health; and 

·  single investigators or small teams of researchers (usually up to 6 investigators) and early career 
researchers (new investigators).  

In 2010, the scheme will also identify and support research in the following areas: 

·  NHMRC Priority area of Indigenous Health; 

·  NHMRC Strategic Plan Initiatives to build Australian research effort in areas identified in the current 
NHMRC Strategic Plan; and 

·  NHMRC Special Initiative Areas where NHMRC has secured additional funding for particular health 
and medical research, and where Research Committee has advised its relevance to the goals of 
NHMRC. 

4. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT GRANTS 
A Project Grant is an agreement with an eligible Australian Administering Institution specifying financial 
support for specific researchers to undertake a defined research project.  

Administering Institutions are responsible for supporting the indirect costs for the research project and for 
administering the grant, which includes accepting financial responsibility for the grant. 

In 2010, the following organisations are also inviting applications for funding through the NHMRC Project 
Grant scheme:  

·  Australian Government Department of Climate Change; 

·  Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing;  

·  Cancer Australia and funding partners;  

·  Cancer Councils; 

·  Heart Foundation; and 

·  Victorian Neurotrauma Initiative. 

4.1  Level of funding 
There is no specific limit to funding for each application under the NHMRC Project Grant scheme. 

Applicants are advised to clearly justify the requested budget paying particular attention to any research 
cost(s) which may be atypical for the particular field of research.  
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NHMRC funding is provided by the Australian Government under the NHMRC Deed of Agreement – 
Research Funding Schemes.  (refer to http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/admin/deeds.htm)  

4.2  Duration of funding 
Applicants for NHMRC Project Grants may apply for funding of between one and five years duration, but 
the period must be justified within the application. NHMRC has no preference for any particular duration. 

The GRP will recommend the duration of the grant, taking into consideration: 

·  The detailed research plan and budget to cover the proposed research plan; and 

·  any milestones and conditions. 

NOTE: Researchers applying for grants awarded by other funding bodies must refer to the relevant 
guidelines as specific conditions on the level and duration of funding and the items supported may differ. 
These guidelines can be found at the relevant link provided in Section 8.  

4.3  Advice on whether to apply to the NHMRC or the  Australian Research Council  
In some instances, applicants may not be clear about whether their application is more appropriately 
considered by the NHMRC or the Australian Research Council (ARC).  In 2010 the arrangements have been 
modified and applicants should note that: 

·  The ARC has developed a clarified expanded definition of medical and dental research, which is 
available from the ARC website at http://www.arc.gov.au/ncgp/dp/dp_default.htm. At the time of 
certifying an ARC Discovery Project submission, Administering Institutions are to ensure that the 
submission is not medical and dental research according to that definition. 

·  NHMRC will assess all applications submitted for support for health and medical research. 

4.4  Chief Investigators and Research Teams 
Apart from the specific exclusions and other conditions noted below and in section 5, NHMRC Project 
Grants are available to all researchers working in any field of research relevant to health. 

Chief Investigators 

A Project Grant should normally have no more than six Chief Investigators.  The role and contribution of 
each Chief Investigator must be described in the Project Grant application.  PhD students may be included as 
Chief Investigators in exceptional circumstances if appropriate for the proposed research project. 

The maximum number of Chief Investigators (CIs) allowed on a Project Grant is 10 (CIA-CIJ). 

Unless support for personnel is being sought on the grant, funding for a grant is dependent on the continuing 
employment of each of the Chief Investigators over the period of the grant. 

Chief Investigator A 

The Chief Investigator A (CIA) will normally take the lead role in the conduct of the research project, and is 
the investigator who takes responsibility for completion and lodgement of the application.  

It is generally required that, at the time of application submission, the CIA is an Australian citizen or is a 
permanent resident in Australia.  It is also required that the CIA is based in Australia for the duration of the 
grant.  

The CEO of the NHMRC, or a delegate, may waive the requirement to be an Australian citizen or permanent 
resident where it can be demonstrated that the research is based in Australia and will benefit health and 
medical research in Australia.  Requests to waive this requirement need to be made through the Research 
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Administration Office of the Administering Institution and should be emailed to 
grantnet.help@nhmrc.gov.au by 22 January 2010.  

NOTE: Applicants who have applied for and received waivers for existing NHMRC grants, must seek a 
waiver for the 2010 application round.  

Please note that a CIA who is a New Zealand citizen is not required to seek a waiver if they are based in 
Australia for the duration of the grant. 

Chief Investigators (B to J) 

Researchers who are not Australian citizens or permanent residents in Australia are eligible to apply for a 
Project Grant as a Chief Investigator B to J, and if they are based in Australia for the duration of the grant 
then they are eligible to draw a salary.  

Chief Investigators based overseas are not eligible to draw a salary from a Project Grant. (Applicants 
addressing the Strategic Plan Initiative Global Health – Health Issues in our Region should refer to special 
eligibility criteria in section 5.3.) 

Associate Investigators 

An Associate Investigator (AI) can be defined as an investigator who provides intellectual input into the 
research and whose participation warrants inclusion of their name on publications.  

Associate Investigators are not able to draw a salary from a Project Grant. 

There are no restrictions on individuals who may be named as an AI on Project Grant applications. 

4.5  Consent to be named a Chief Investigator  
Chief Investigators will need to indicate their agreement to be named on the application.  Your RAO will not 
be able to submit the application to NHMRC until all Chief Investigators have completed this step in RGMS. 

5. ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible for NHMRC Project Grant funding commencing 2011: 

A. Chief Investigator A must be based in Australia for the duration of the grant 

B. Individuals are limited to holding a maximum of 6 NHMRC Project Grants as a Chief Investigator.  
(Program Grant holders should refer to section 5.2.) 

The maximum number of applications a Chief Investigator may submit in any year will be six, less 
the number of NHMRC Project Grants that are scheduled to continue in the year that any new grants 
will commence (ie: 2011).  For example, if a researcher, at the time of submission of applications, 
holds three NHMRC Project Grants, one of which will finish at the end of the year in which 
applications close (ie: 2010), the researcher may submit up to four applications. 
 
Where a Chief Investigator has submitted applications in excess of the maximum number of grants 
and applications for which he/she is eligible, all applications which include that researcher as a Chief 
Investigator will be automatically ineligible.  (Refer section 9.5 Removal of Applications). It is the 
responsibility of Chief Investigators to ensure that this condition is adhered to prior to submission of 
an application.  

C. Chief Investigator must have fulfilled all obligations from previous NHMRC grants.  For instance, 
where appropriate the assessment of an application will consider the progress and final reports for 
current and previous NHMRC grants supplied in the Detailed Background and Research Plan.  



 

22 Dec 2009  Page  5 

5.1  Eligibility criteria for Chief Investigators o n an application for New Investigator 
funding: 
NHMRC seeks to provide support each year to researchers who have previously not been funded by 
NHMRC.  All Chief Investigators on an application for New Investigator funding: 

1. must not be named as a Chief Investigator1 on a previously funded NHMRC grant, or international 
equivalent2, which included funding for research support (eg Project Grant, Program Grant, 
Development Grant etc); 

2. must not be named as a Chief Investigator or equivalent on a previously supported Australian 
Research Council (ARC) grant, or international equivalent, which included funding for research 
support (eg Discovery Grant etc.); 

3. may have held a salary-only award from any funding source (eg NHMRC Career Development 
Award or Training Award); and 

4. may have received research funding of any level and type from sources other than NHMRC, ARC 
and their international equivalents. 

Applicants unsure of their eligibility can seek a formal ruling by emailing NHMRC clearly outlining details 
of any previously received funding and their role on the funded project(s).   Emails can be marked for 
attention of Director, Research Activity Section and submitted to Grantnet.Help@nhmrc.gov.au no later than 
1 February 2010. 

5.2  Eligibility criteria for holders of current Pr ogram Grants 
i. For Program Grant holders: 

a. A Chief Investigator on an existing Program Grant is not permitted to hold, or apply for more 
than one Project Grant.  

b. At least one Chief Investigator on any such Project Grant or Project Grant application must 
not be a Chief Investigator on a Program Grant receiving funding in any year in which the 
Project Grant is funded.  

ii.  Researchers who are applying for, or may apply for, a Program Grant must refer to the most recent 
Program Grant Funding Policy to determine their eligibility to hold, or to apply  for additional 
Project Grants. 

iii.  A researcher can be a part-time Chief Investigator on two Program Grants.  Where this is the case, 
the researcher will be considered a full-time Program Grant Chief Investigator for the purpose of 
determining eligibility to apply for and hold a Project Grant and section 5.2.i (above) applies. 

5.3  Special criteria for applications addressing t he Strategic Plan Initiative ‘Global 
Health - Health Issues in our Region’  
Applications seeking funding under the Strategic Plan Initiative Global Health –Health Issues in our Region 
should note the following:  

i. As for all Project Grant applications, the Chief Investigator A must be based in Australia;   

ii.  Assessment of the team’s track record will be made primarily on the track record of the 
Australian-based Chief Investigator(s);  

                                                 
1 Note: For the purposes of section 5.1, Chief Investigator does not include researchers who were a Co-Investigator on an 
NHMRC Program Grant. 
2 International equivalents include Medical Research Council in the United Kingdom, United States National Institutes Health, 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research and the Human Frontier Science Program. 
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iii.  The application may seek salary support for one or more Chief Investigators based in developing 
countries of Asia and the Pacific; and   

iv. Equipment and Direct Research Costs may include support (other than salary) for Chief 
Investigators based in developing countries of Asia and the Pacific. 

For the purposes of this Strategic Plan Initiative, eligible developing countries are those in Asia or the 
Pacific declared by the Minister for Foreign Affairs for the purposes of the Overseas Aid Gift Deduction 
Scheme, refer http://www.ausaid.gov.au/ngos/devel_list.cfm [accessed 10 Nov 09]. 

6 USE OF NHMRC FUNDS 

6.1  Access to NHMRC funding 
In line with its submission to the Review of Closer Collaboration between Universities and Major Publicly 
Funded Research Institutions (2004), NHMRC seeks to promote collaboration between researchers and is 
working to remove artificial barriers that prevent multidisciplinary and multi-organisational proposals. 
However, the NHMRC does not fund the full cost of research. 

Project Grants applicants are required to: 

·  make a case for NHMRC Project Grant funding in accordance with this policy document; and  

·  declare the sources, duration and level of funding already held for research in a particular area of the 
application. 

NHMRC funds may be used for: 

·  Supporting personnel, where the level of salary matches the roles and responsibilities of the position, 
rather than the expertise of a specific occupant of the position;   

·  Equipment that is unique to the project and is essential for the project to proceed; 

·  Direct research costs (DRCs) for the purchase of research materials (not personnel) required to 
conduct the proposed research; and 

·  Costs of animal agistment that are a direct requirement of the research project. 

NHMRC does not fund: 

·  research infrastructure that an institution with research as part of its mission would be expected to 
supply; 

·  institutional overheads and administrative charges; or  

·  the indirect cost of research. 

6.2  Funding to support overseas research activitie s 
Applicants may request funding to support specific research activities to be undertaken overseas. In doing so 
the applicants must clearly demonstrate that: 

·  the research activity is critical to the successful completion of the project; and 

·  the equipment/resources required for the research activity are not available in Australia. 

Funding for research support staff who are based overseas may only be considered where this is essential to 
achieve the aims of the research.  
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6.3  Registration of clinical trials  
All NHMRC funded clinical trials must be registered in the Australian New Zealand Clinical Trials Registry 
(ANZCTR), or equivalent, prior to commencement of the clinical phase.

����

Applicants proposing to undertake a randomised controlled trial may request the administrative charge 
payable for the registration of the trial.  Requests for funding of trial registration must be justified in the 
DRC component of the application. 

Information pertaining to the ANZCTR, or equivalent, and how to register can be found at: 
http://www.anzctr.org.au 

��

6.4  Co-funding of Large Scale Clinical Trials 
NHMRC will only be able to fund a very limited number of very large scale clinical trials and may require 
applicants to find co-funding as a prerequisite for NHMRC support.  

The Large Scale Clinical Trial Grant Review Panel (LSCT-GRP) can consider applications in advance of a 
commitment of support from a co-funder: in any such situation NHMRC will provide the applicant with a 
response indicating whether the application would be funded if co-funding became available within the 
following 12 months.  

Evidence of the financial commitment of co-funder(s) will be required prior to approval by the Minister for 
Health and Ageing of support for a co-funded LSCT.  

For a more detailed explanation on the use of NHMRC funds and to prepare the budget in the application, 
refer to Appendix 1 of this document and NHMRC website  - 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply/projects/index.htm  
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7. Call for Applications in Special Research Areas in 2010 

In addition to the general aims of the Project Grant Scheme, each year the scheme is used to identify and 
support additional research in the following areas:  
   
NHMRC’s Priority Research Area ·  Indigenous Health 

The Strategic Plan Initiative Areas 
identified in the NHMRC Strategic Plan 
2007-2009 

·  Complementary and Alternative Medicines 

·  Effective Health Care: Comparative effectiveness 
research 

·  Effective Health Care: Mental Illness - Services for 
severe and persistent mental illness 

·  Global Health – Health Issues in our Region 

·   Nanotechnology and Health  

·  Obesity-Intervention 

·  Water Quality and Health 

Special Initiatives for 2010 ·  Asbestos related diseases 

·  Dementia research 

·  Electromagnetic fields  

·  Health Challenges of Climate Change 

Strategic Plan Initiatives are those Health areas identified in the Strategic Plan and in which NHMRC seeks 
to build a stronger Australian research effort. 

Special Initiatives are those Health areas in which NHMRC has received additional research funding from 
other parties, tied to these particular fields.  

Applicants will have the opportunity to indicate whether their application addresses a Priority Research 
Area, Strategic Plan Initiative or a Special Initiative. During the peer review all applications will be assessed 
to determine whether they address these areas and this will form part of the advice provided to NHMRC.  
NHMRC will determine funding recommendations based on this advice.  

In response to the Report of the Review of Public Health Research Funding in Australia (the Nutbeam 
Review), NHMRC welcomes applications in the area of public health intervention, and especially the area of 
Obesity-Intervention (refer to Attachment A).   

Accordingly, the attention of Grant Review Panels will be brought to the NHMRC response to the Nutbeam 
Review. 

Regardless of whether an application is agreed by NHMRC to address a special research area, the 
application will be considered for a Standard Project Grant. 

7.1  NHMRC Priority Research Area – Indigenous Heal th 
In 2010, all applications that are accepted to relate to the improvement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health will be considered by an Indigenous Health Grant Review Panel (IGRP).  This GRP will 
assess applications against the Project Grant assessment criteria (refer to section 10.1) and NHMRC’s 
Criteria for Health and Medical Research of Indigenous Australians. 

Researchers proposing to undertake research which specifically relates to the health of Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, or which includes distinct Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
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populations, biological samples or data must be aware of and refer to, the following documents in 
formulating their proposal:  

·  Criteria for Health and Medical Research of Indigenous Australians available at:  
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/_files/indighth.pdf ;  

·  Values and Ethics - Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander       
Health Research available at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/e52syn.htm; and 

·  The NHMRC Road Map: A Strategic Framework for Improving Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health Through Research available at:  

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/r28syn.htm  

7.2  Special criteria for applications addressing t he Strategic Plan Initiative ‘Global 
Health - Health Issues in our Region’  
Applications seeking funding under the Strategic Plan Initiative Global Health –Health Issues in our Region 
should refer to special criteria provided in section 5.3 and Attachment A of this document.  

7.3  Special Initiative ‘Health Challenges of Clima te Change”  
Applications seeking funding under the Special Initiative Health Challenges of Climate Change should refer 
to the priority research questions in the Human Health and Climate Change National Adaptation Research 
Plan summarised in Attachment A of this document with more detail available at 
http://www.nccarf.edu.au/national-adaptation-research-plan-human-health .  

Additional information on Priority areas, Strategic Plan Initiatives and Special Initiatives can be found in 
Attachment A.  

8. FUNDING BY OTHER ORGANISATIONS  
In 2010, organisations offering funding through the NHMRC Project Grants funding scheme include: 

Cancer Council: http://www.cancervic.org.au/grantprocess 

Cancer Australia: http://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/research-and-clinical-
trials/priority-driven-research.aspx 

Heart Foundation: http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/Professional_Information/Res
earch/Available_Funding/Grants-in-aid/Pages/default.aspx 

Victorian Neurotrauma 
Initiative 

http://www.vni.com.au . 

 
Applicants are able to choose whether to apply for funding from only one to several organisations. 

If an applicant chooses to apply for funding from the NHMRC and one of these organisations, and the 
application is ranked as fundable by the NHMRC, the NHMRC has the first option to fund the application. 

Applications for NHMRC funding must comply with all NHMRC funding criteria.  

Applicants must comply with any additional, specified criteria from the relevant funding organisation.  
Please refer to the weblinks for information on additional criteria that may apply. 

Applications for funding from only the Cancer Council, Cancer Australia or the Heart Foundation, and not 
the NHMRC, are exempt from: 
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·  the specific eligibility criteria found in section 5 of this document and  

·  from making a case for NHMRC funding as stated in section 6. 

9. SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION  
In 2010, applicants must submit their applications electronically via NHMRC’s Research Grants 
Management System (RGMS). Selected information from the CV and Profile components of RGMS, such as 
publications and patents, will be imported into the application, so it is important that these components of the 
CV and Profiles are up to date.  Information on which sections needed to be completed for Project Grant 
applications is available within RGMS and in the Advice and Instructions document. 

Prior to the end of 2009, all current NHMRC grantholders will receive information by email on how to log 
into RGMS.  If you are not a current NHMRC grant holder and wish to access RGMS, please consult 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/rgms/index.htm  for more information.   

Please note that the Informed Filler software application will not be used in 2010. 

When completing the application, refer to  

- Advice and Instructions document available from 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply/projects/index.htm and  

- RGMS CAPA (CA Productivity Accelerator) which is an on-line training and education tool incorporated in 
RGMS at https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/rgms/index.htm  

9.1  Submission of Applications 
Applications for Project Grants open on Tuesday 8 December 2009 and close midnight (AEST) on 
Wednesday 17 March 2010.  Please note that applicants will not be able to access RGMS until 17 December 
2009. 

Applications must be submitted by the advertised closing date. Late applications will not be accepted. 

Applicants should check whether their Administering Institution has a submission date well in advance of 
the NHMRC closing date. 

Applications must be certified and submitted by a NHMRC registered Administering Institution.  Intending 
applicants and institutions should refer to the NHMRC Administering Institutions Policy at 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/administ.htm 

Once submitted to NHMRC, the application will be considered final and no changes can be accepted.  This 
includes changes to named Chief Investigators.  

The RAO will not be able to submit the application until all Chief Investigators have certified it. 

9.2  Withdrawal of Applications 
Applicants may withdraw an application at any time through their Administering Institution’s Research 
Office. 

9.3  Incomplete, false or misleading Applications 
The application is the main source of information available for assessment. As such it must contain all the 
information necessary for assessment of the project without the need for further written or oral explanation, 
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or reference to additional documentation, including through the World Wide Web.  All details in the 
application, particularly concerning any successful grants, must be current at the time of application.  

Under section 136.1 of the Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 1995, it is an offence to provide false or 
misleading information to a Commonwealth body in an application for a benefit. Such action can be 
punishable by up to 12 months imprisonment. If an application contains information that is false or 
misleading, it will be excluded from any further consideration for funding.  

If NHMRC believes that omissions or inclusion of misleading information are intentional, it will refer the 
matter for appropriate legal action. Examples of false or misleading information in an application include, 
but are not restricted to: 

a) providing a dishonest statement regarding time commitments to the research for which support is 
being sought;  

b) providing incomplete or inaccurate facts regarding other sources of funding; 
c) providing fictitious track records; or 
d) falsifying claims in publications records (such as describing a paper as accepted for publication 

when it has only been submitted). 

9.4  Responsible Conduct of Research 
NHMRC expects the highest levels of research conduct and integrity to be observed in the research that it 
funds. Institutions that administer Project Grants are bound by the terms of the Deed of Agreement – 
Research Funding, and through this agreement by the requirements of The Australian Code for the 
Responsible Conduct of Research (2007) (the Code). 

The Code, which was issued by NHMRC in partnership with ARC and Universities Australia, advocates and 
describes best practice in research for researchers and institutions, as well as the procedures for institutions 
to follow when there is a breach of the Code.   

The primary responsibility of researchers is to conduct research with integrity. Researchers who become 
aware of research misconduct should follow the process outlined in the Code and can report on scientific 
misconduct by completing an e-form available from NHMRC website at 
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/contact/complaint.htm  

Administering Institutions are required to inform NHMRC of cases of research misconduct and NHMRC 
may exclude these applications from further assessment if the applicant is found to have committed a serious 
research misconduct. 

9.5  Removal of Applications 
Exclusion of applications may take place at any time during the assessment process if they contravene this 
funding policy.  The following requirements are mandatory: 

a) the application: 
i) was submitted using RGMS; 
ii)  was submitted electronically by the advertised closing date; 
iii)  declares the source, duration and level of funding already held for research in the particular area 

of the application; 
iv) was certified and submitted through the appropriate Research Office of a NHMRC approved 

Administering Institution; 
v) was within the specified page limits; and 
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vi) was formated (including font sizes and margins) as specified in the Advice and Instructions 
document. 

b) The Detailed Background and Research Plan PDF file size  does not exceed 2Mb.  

Applications may be excluded under the following circumstances: 
i. the application is clearly of a standard that will not gain support via the competitive Project Grants 

funding scheme (Note: the NHMRC would only determine an application to be non competitive on 
advice from a Grant Review Panel); 

ii.  the application does not comply with the eligibility criteria (as defined in Section 5 of this 
document); 

iii.   the application includes any incomplete, false or misleading information; or 

iv. the application is inconsistent with the objectives of the NHMRC Act and the purposes of the 
Medical Research Endowment Account (MREA) (refer to sections 3 and 51 of the NHMRC Act). 

NHMRC reserves the right to remove from consideration in the peer review process any applications that: 

1. do not comply with the requirements of this policy or the Advice and Instructions document.   

2. involve researchers against whom findings of research misconduct have been made. 

Applicants must not directly contact Grant Review Panel (GRP) members in relation to their application, or 
the peer review process.  If they do so, their application may be excluded from further consideration.  
Applicants are to direct any queries to their Institution’s Research Administration Office. 

10. ASSESSMENT  
All Project Grant applications are regarded by NHMRC as new applications for funding. 

Applications undergo rigorous peer review, whereby they are subject to scrutiny and evaluation by others 
who are expert in the field(s) of the application. Assessors and grant review panels (GRPs) will bring their 
expertise and experience to the evaluation of the merit of applications for funding. Therefore applicants can 
expect that any matter relevant to the scientific quality, significance and innovation, and applicant track 
record(s) may be brought to the consideration of their application, by assessors and the GRP.  

In developing their applications, applicants should take into account the nature of peer review: assessors and 
GRPs may draw as appropriate from the research literature and from their breadth of knowledge in the 
relevant discipline(s) and field(s). Issues not relevant to the scientific quality, significance and/or innovation, 
and track record are not to be considered. (see also section 14 Objections And Complaints).  
 

10.1  Assessment Criteria 
Applications for Project Grants are assessed by peers according to the three internationally benchmarked 
assessment criteria of: 

1. Scientific quality;  

2. Significance and Innovation; and 

3. Track record, relative to opportunity. 
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The following paragraphs are descriptions of the criteria. 

1. Scientific Quality (50%) 
This includes the clarity of the hypotheses or research objectives, the strengths and weaknesses of the 
study design and feasibility. 

 
The research proposal may be assessed in terms of, but not limited to: 

a) Clarity of the hypothesis or research objectives: including 
i Has the method/framework/approach been partially tested? 
ii  What outcome is sought in the proposed study? What exactly is the outcome 

measure? 
iii  Is it well integrated and adequately developed? 

b) Is there a clear and appropriate research plan?  Consider also: 
i What are the strengths and weaknesses of the study and its design? 
ii  Have any major pitfalls or problems been overlooked?  Have alternative 

approaches been considered? 
iii  Is the plan well informed by knowledge of the literature? 
iv Is the design appropriate for the aims of the research? 

c) Feasibility 
i  Will the research plan successfully address the stated hypothesis or research 

objectives? 
ii  Are the goals concrete and achievable? 
iii  Is the investigating team appropriate – is it capable of achieving the goals? Does it 

have the right skills and expertise? 

2. Significance and Innovation (25%) 
This includes the potential to increase knowledge about human health, disease diagnoses, or biology of 
agents that affect human health, or the application of new ideas, procedures, technologies, programs or 
health policy settings to important topics that will impact on human health.  

Note: Applications do not need to be rated on both significance and innovation.  Truly innovative ideas and 
research may not reveal their significance until some time in the future (this is the case for many Nobel Prize 
winning discoveries).  Similarly research of the highest significance eg. important randomised clinical trials 
or public health intervention studies, may use 'tried and true' methods only, yet be of immense significance 
to health.  GRPs will use peer review judgement. 

Applications may be assessed in terms of, but not limited to: 
a. Is the problem important? 
b. Will the work or research have an impact? 
c. Is the proposed research new/novel or creative (has imagination been used)? 
d. How will scientific knowledge be advanced? 
e. What will be the effect of the study on the concepts or methods that drive this 

field? 
f. Does the research challenge existing models or develop new technologies or new 

study methods? 
g. How well does the proposal describe the new ideas, procedures, technologies, 

programs or health policy settings? 
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3. Track Record – relative to opportunity (25%) 

Track record is considered in terms of whether an applicant’s previous research demonstrates that the 
researcher (or team) is capable of achieving the proposed project and/or ability to deliver the proposed 
project in terms of having the appropriate mix of research skills and experience.   

Track record may encompass the national and international standing of the applicant(s) based upon their 
research achievements, including but not limited to:  

·  Research outputs – most recent significant publications; publications that illustrate innovation and 
significance to past accomplishments; impact or outcome of previous research achievements, 
including effects on health care practices or policy; awards or honors in recognition of achievements; 

·  Contribution to discipline or area - invitations to speak at international meetings, editorial 
appointments, specialist and high level health policy committee appointments; and 

·  Other research-related achievements, such as: 

o Influence on clinical/health policy or practice, or provision of influential advice to health 
authorities and government. 

o Impacts on health via the broad dissemination of research outcomes; eg via mainstream media, 
the community or industry involvement.  

Track record is considered in relation to opportunity – with regard to factors such as career interruptions, 
administrative and clinical/teaching load, and typical performance (including publications) for the field 
in question. 

The track record of Chief Investigator(s) and other key personnel listed on the application, relative to 
opportunity, may be assessed in terms of: 

a. Record of achievement, relative to opportunity; 
b. Contribution to their field of research; and  
c. Their national and/or international reputation in their fields. 

In considering the criteria, applicants are advised to refer to the description of the scoring categories 
provided in Attachment B. 

10.2  Additional criteria for Indigenous Health app lications 
Applicants whose research proposals include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research need to address 
The Criteria for Health and Medical Research of Indigenous Australians (The Criteria) refer: 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/_files/indighth.pdf. in their application.  

Part B of the application includes the question ‘Does this research proposal include Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander health research and/or capacity building?’  Applicants who select ‘YES’ will have 
their application initially assigned to the Indigenous Grant Review Panel (IGRP) for assessment.  

In scoring applications against the assessment criteria, the IGRP will use its discretion to reflect the relative 
strength of the application in terms of how well it addresses and meets The Criteria. 

NHMRC will take advice provided by the IGRP into account when determining funding recommendations.  
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10.3  Assessment Process 
Applicants have the opportunity to select the Broad Research Area (BRA) their application will initially be 
allocated to: 

·  Basic Science  
·  Clinical Medicine and Science 
·  Health Services Research 
·  Public Health  

This is a preliminary allocation only. NHMRC reserves the right to move applications to a different BRA 
where appropriate.   

Applications will be allocated to a Grant Review Panel (GRP) within the BRA, who will assess each 
application against the assessment criteria. NHMRC will seek reviews from external assessor for all Project 
Grant applications.   

Prior to the GRP meeting, applicants will have an opportunity to respond to the reviews provided by 
assessors.   

NHMRC will collate the scores provided by panel Spokespersons and external assessors to identify those 
applications assessed to be in the lowest 30% of applications received.  These applications will be 
considered for removal at the beginning of the GRP meeting.  Applications addressing Indigenous health 
will be exempt from this removal process. 

The GRP will then assign the remaining applications to one of seven scoring categories (see Attachment B) 
and rank those applications within the fundable categories.  

NHMRC may seek additional advice on any grant application. 

Once the GRPs have categorised and ranked applications, NHMRC seeks advice from Research Committee 
and Council on the total allocation of expenditure for the Project Grant Scheme and on the extent of support 
for applications within Priority, Strategic Plan Initiative and Special Initiative areas. NHMRC and its 
committees do not challenge the category or the ranking of individual grants, subsequent to the GRP views. 
NHMRC recommendations are then forwarded to the Minister for approval. 

10.4  Large scale clinical trials  
The Large Scale Clinical Trial (LSCT) Grant Review Panel will assess applications where an applicant 
identifies in their application (Part A: Ethics) that the research proposal involves a clinical trial and where 
the scale and scope of the application is substantial. 

The panel may also review other applications where NHMRC determines that it has the appropriate 
expertise.  Applications for larger cohort studies and population studies may also be referred to this panel.   

NHMRC will only be able to fund a very limited number of very large scale clinical trials and may require 
applicants to find co-funding as a prerequisite for NHMRC support.  

A clinical trial should be considered as the evaluation of any health care intervention (including prevention, 
early detection, treatment, health service, behavioural change and pharmaceutical) in a human population 
with disease or at risk of disease 

The clinical trial will usually involve the comparison of a new treatment or intervention against a standard 
care/management assessing the impact of each on health outcomes or intermediate endpoints, using a 
controlled design.  A trial could also involve early phase 1 or phase 2 trials without a control group. 

Researchers whose applications are being assessed by the LSCT will be able to specify modifications to their 
proposal in their Applicant Response in response to assessor reports. Applicants are not permitted to add 
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named researchers to the research team, however applicants may indicate their intention to involve 
additional expertise.  

For further information regarding LSCT applications please refer to Section 6.4 and Appendix 1. 

11. CONFIDENTIALITY 
Information contained in applications is regarded as confidential unless otherwise indicated and will be 
received and treated as confidential by NHMRC. It is a legislated responsibility of all NHMRC staff and 
Committee members not to disclose to any person confidential information to which they become privy as a 
result of the exercise of their responsibilities to the NHMRC.  

Information comprising the names of successful grant applicants and their administering institutions, 
together with the title of the research project and the funding awarded, are published in the NHMRC Annual 
Report and are available through the NHMRC website. NHMRC makes publicly available information about 
the areas of research of the grant and a brief description of the grant provided by the applicant in response to 
the question in Part A of the application - Media Summary. 

12. PRIVACY 
Documents containing personal information are handled and protected in accordance with the provisions of 
the Privacy Act 1988, which sets standards for the collection, storage, use and disclosure of, and access to, 
personal information. Personal information is disclosed only with permission of the individual to whom it 
relates or where the Act allows. 

13. OUTCOME OF APPLICATIONS 
NHMRC will advise applicants through the nominated Administering Institution’s Research Office of the 
outcome of the application as early as possible following approval of funding. This may be done initially on 
a confidential basis.  If so, NHMRC will regard breaching of this confidentially as a serious matter. 

The advice to applicants will include a short report on the application based on the assessment criteria. The 
report may identify aspects of the application which were considered to be more, or less, competitive than 
other applications.  

NHMRC will publish the following information on its website for all successful Project Grants: 

·  Application ID; 

·  All Chief Investigator names; 

·  Administering Institution; 

·  Simplified title; and 

·  Total funding awarded and duration.  
The media summary may also be published. 

14. OBJECTIONS AND COMPLAINTS  

14.1  Objections and Complaints 
Applicants may seek clarification on the outcome of their application, or state an objection to that outcome.  
The objection must be lodged in writing through the Administering Institution’s Research Office by 
completing a form available from the NHMRC website at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/contact/complaint.htm 
and be received within 28 days of the date on the letter notifying the outcome of the application.  
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The objection should be directed to the NHMRC’s Chief Executive Officer in the first instance.  If an 
applicant is not satisfied with the outcome, they may refer their complaint to the NHMRC Commissioner of 
Complaints, as detailed in section 14.2. 
 
NHMRC will provide a written response to all complaints in line with the NHMRC Complaints Policy 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/file/about/contact/policy_on_complaints.pdf  
 

14.2  Formal complaints to the Commissioner of Comp laints 
A person whose interests are affected may at any time lodge a complaint under section 59 of the National 
Health and Medical Research Council Act 2002 (the Act). 

Section 61 of the Act provides the Commissioner of Complaints with discretion including, where a 
complainant has not approached the CEO with the complaint, the Commissioner may chose not to 
investigate and refer the complaint to the CEO. The Act may be found at: 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/role/index.htm 
 
Complaints to the Commissioner should be addressed to: 

NHMRC Commissioner of Complaints 
National Health and Medical Research Council 
GPO Box 1421 
CANBERRA   ACT   2601 

Formal complaints can be mailed to the above address, or sent by email as a PDF letter to 
complaints@nhmrc.gov.au 
 
The complaint must be in writing, be signed by the complainant, describe the action complained about and 
specify the nature of and grounds for the complaint. 

Complaints can only be considered against administrative process and not the merits of a particular decision.  
The grounds of Complaint are detailed at section 58 of the Act and are that: 

(a) the action involved a breach of the rules of natural justice; 
(b) the action was induced or affected by fraud; 
(c) there was no evidence or other material to justify the action; 
(d) an irrelevant consideration was taken into account in relation to the action; 
(e) a relevant consideration was not taken into account in relation to the action; 
(f) in the course of the action a discretionary power was exercised for a purpose other than the purpose for 

which the power is conferred; 
(g) the action involved the exercise of a discretionary power in bad faith; 
(h) in the course of the action, a personal discretionary power was exercised at the direction of another 

person; 
(i) the action involved the exercise of a discretionary power in accordance with a rule or policy without 

regard to the merits of the particular case; or 
(j) the action involved any other exercise of a power in a way that constitutes abuse of the power. 
Complainants are advised to contact their RAOs prior to making a complaint to the Commissioner. 
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15. APPROVALS TO BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO FUNDING 
COMMENCING 
Project Grants provided by NHMRC are often awarded for research that involves the use of humans, animals 
or genetically modified organisms. All of these activities require oversight by the Administering Institution. 
Table 1 summarises the approvals that may need to be obtained before funding for a Project Grant can 
commence. Table 2 lists other considerations that projects grant applicants must take into account during 
development of research proposals. 

In order to ensure that all research is conducted both ethically and accountably, funding for a Project Grant 
will not commence until the Administering Institution’s RAO has notified NHMRC that all relevant ethical 
and other approvals and have been provided to the Administering Institution's Research Office. No funding 
will be provided on the basis of a provisional approval. 

Where an ethics clearance or regulatory approval is not required until the latter years of a Project Grant and 
the relevant committee cannot review the proposal without the results of the preliminary findings of the 
research then, in these exceptional circumstances, NHMRC approval can be sought for the funds to be 
released.  These requests will be considered by NHMRC on a case by case basis.  Any research that requires 
ethics clearance/regulatory approval must not occur until the required approvals are in place. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain the relevant approval required for the project and to forward 
this to the Administering Institution's Research Office. 

The NHMRC reserves the right to request any information in relation to ethical and other approvals and to 
withdraw the offer of funding if the relevant approvals are not obtained by 1 July in the year that funding is 
to commence. 

Table 1: Summary of Approvals and Licenses to be ob tained by Project Grant applicants 
Applicants proposing 

research involving 
Action to be taken by Applicants 

Human Research Must have project reviewed by Human Research Ethic Committee (HREC) in 
accordance with the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human 
Research 2007. Consideration must also be given to the Privacy Act 1988 

Further information is available at: 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/e35syn.htm 

Animal Research Projects funded by NHMRC that involve the use of animals must be reviewed 
and approved by an Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) in accordance with the 
Code for the Care and Use of Animals in Scientific Research 

Further information is available at: 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/ea16syn.htm 

Generation or use of 
genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) 

All work involving the generation or use of GMOs must be assessed by the 
Administering Institution’s Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) before 
commencement. In addition, this work may also require a licence to be issued 
by the Gene Technology Regulator 

Further information is available from: the Office of the Gene Technology 
Regulator (OGTR) http://www.ogtr.gov.au 

Human Embryo 
Research 

All research involving human embryos requires a licence issued by the 
Licensing Committee of the NHMRC in accordance with Research Involving 
Human Embryos Act 2002 (RIHE Act) and Prohibition of Human Cloning for 
Reproduction Act 2002 (PHCR Act) 

For further information refer to the NHMRC website at: 
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http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/embryos/index.htm 

 
Table 2: Other considerations relevant to Project G rant Applicants 
 

Applicants proposing 
research involving 

Guidelines to be considered by Applicants 

Health Research 
Involving Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples 

Ethical applications for projects that involve the participation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples should be developed with reference to the 
Values and Ethics: Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Health Research  

Further information is available from the NHMRC website at: 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/e52syn.htm 

Use of Carcinogenic or 
Highly Toxic Chemicals 

All projects that involve the use of carcinogenic or highly toxic chemicals 
must adhere to the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission 
(NOHSC) guidelines, National Code of Practice for the Preparation of 
Material Safety Data Sheets 

Further information is available from the  Australian Safety and 
Compensation Council (ASCC) web site at http://www.ascc.gov.au/ascc/ 

Use of datasets for 
research purposes 

The use of datasets for research purposes must comply with the Minimum 
Guidelines for Health Registers for Statistical and Research Purposes 
 
Further information is available from the Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare website at: 
http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/9792 

16. ADMINISTRATION OF NHMRC GRANTS 

16.1  Deed of Agreement 
All NHMRC Project Grants are offered in accordance with a Deed of Agreement between NHMRC and the 
Administering Institution. This Deed of Agreement includes Schedules that detail specific conditions for 
each grant (eg budget). Details of the Deed of Agreement can be found at: 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/funded/manage/policy/deeds.htm 

Requests to vary the terms contained in the Deed of Agreement or its Schedule must be submitted to 
NHMRC in writing by the Administering Institution. 

16.2  Payments 
Subject to appropriations provided by the Commonwealth Department of Finance and Administration, 
payment of funds will be made to Administering Institutions in regular instalments, in accordance with 
approved payment arrangements made for assistance provided from the Medical Research Endowment 
Account (MREA).  Funds must be used only for the purposes approved and detailed in the Deed of 
Agreement and its Schedule. 

16.3  Research Misconduct  
Research funded by NHMRC must comply with the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of 
Research, which can be found at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/r39syn.htm 



 

22 Dec 2009  Page  20 

NHMRC funding agreements contain provisions for the handling of allegations of research misconduct. 
Applicants are referred to sections 15.1 -15.5 of the NHMRC Deed of Agreement - Research Funding 
Schemes. (See section 15.1 for further information).  

16.4  Intellectual property 
Applicants in receipt of NHMRC Project Grant support must agree to comply with the Interim Guidelines 
Intellectual Property Management for Health and Medical Research available at: 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/ipmanage.htm 

17. REPORTING ON NHMRC PROJECT GRANTS 

17.1  Annual Progress Reports and Financial Reports  
Annual progress and financial reports will be required by 31 March of each year on the form prescribed by 
NHMRC.  At the completion of the grant, a final report and financial acquittal will be required by 30 June of 
the following year.  These final reports will be regarded by NHMRC as public documents and will be placed 
in the public domain. The reporting requirements can be found at: 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply/projects/index.htm  

NHMRC may suspend payment of further instalments of any current grant until the appropriate reports have 
been received and assessed as satisfactory. 

Where an institution fails to submit satisfactory reports, as required, NHMRC may withhold the remainder 
of the institution’s payments under the scheme for the current year or initiate recovery of funding. 
 

17.2  Dissemination of Scientific Results 
To maximise the benefits from research and as broadly as possible allow access by other researchers and the 
wider community, NHMRC encourages researchers and Administering Institutions to  

·  Promote responsible publication and dissemination of the research findings; 

·  Disseminate all research findings; and 

·  Disclose research support accurately  

Section 4 of the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research, outlines these and other 
responsibilities of Institutions and Researchers, which apply to all forms of dissemination. 

Researchers should also consider the benefits of depositing their data and any publications arising from a 
research project in an appropriate subject and/or institutional repository wherever such a repository is 
available to the researcher(s). Any research outputs that have been or will be deposited in appropriate 
repositories should be identified in the Final Report. Further information regarding NHMRC policy on the 
dissemination of research findings can be obtained from 
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/policy/dissemination.htm  
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18. FURTHER INFORMATION 
For further information, the Administering Institution’s Research Office should be contacted in the first 
instance. 

Enquiries about Project Grants may be addressed to the GrantNet Help Desk on: 
Post:  NHMRC National Health and Medical Research Council 

GPO Box 1421 
CANBERRA   ACT   2601 

Phone: 1800 500 983 
Fax:            02 6217 9165 
E-mail:       grantnet.help@nhmrc.gov.au 
Website: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply/projects/index.htm 

19. USEFUL RESOURCES 
Access Research Grants Management System (RGMS) at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply/projects 
Ageing Research Online at http://www.aro.gov.au/  
Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/ea16syn.htm  
Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/r39syn.htm 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare website at: http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/9792 
Australian Safety and Compensation Council (ASCC) web site at http://www.ascc.gov.au/ascc/ 
Cancer Council : http://www.cancervic.org.au/grantprocess 
Cancer Australia: http://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/research-and-clinical-trials/priority-driven-research.aspx 
Criteria for Health and Medical Research of Indigenous Australians at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/_files/indighth.pdf 
Department of Education, Science and Training: Review of Closer Collaboration between Universities and Major Publicly 

Funded Research Institutions (2004) 
Department of Health and Ageing at  http://www.health.gov.au\dementia  
Dementia Collaborative Research Centres at http://www.dementia.unsw.edu.au/  
Heart Foundation: http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/Professional_Information/Research/Available_Funding/Grants-in-

aid/Pages/default.aspx 
Human Health and Climate Change - National Adaptation Research Plan at: http://www.nccarf.edu.au  
Minimum Guidelines for Health Registers for Statistical and Research Purposes at: 

http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/9792 
National Code of Practice for the Preparation of Material Safety Data Sheets at: 

http://www.workcover.nsw.gov.au/Publications/LawAndPolicy/CodesofPractice/pages/code_preparation_of_
material_safety_data_sheets.aspx 

National Health and Medical Research Council Act 1992 (the NHMRC Act), at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about/role/index.htm
NHMRC Administering Institutions Policy at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/policy/administ.htm 
NHMRC Complaints Policy http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/file/about/contact/policy_on_complaints.pdf  
NHMRC Deed of Agreement - Research Funding Schemes at: www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/admin/deeds.htm  
NHMRC policy on the dissemination of research findings http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/policy/dissemination.htm  
NHMRC Project Grants Advice and Instructions to Applicants for funding commencing in 2011 at 

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants/apply/projects/index.htm#a6  
NHMRC Strategic Plan 2007-2009 at: http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/_files/strat_plan0709.pdf 
Objections and Complaints – refer to http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/contact/complaint.htm 
Office of the Gene Technology Regulator (OGTR) http://www.ogtr.gov.au 
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Overseas Aid Gift Deduction Scheme – Australian Department of Foreign Affairs   
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/ngos/devel_list.cfm  

Privacy Act 1988 at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/e35syn.htm 
Prohibition of Human Cloning for Reproduction Act 2002 (PHCR Act) at: 

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/prohibitsyn.htm 
Research Involving Human Embryos Act 2002 (RIHE Act)  at: www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/embryactsyn.htm
Values and Ethics: Guidelines for Ethical Conduct in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Research at: 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/e52syn.htm 
Victorian Neurotrauma Initiative at http://www.vni.com.au . 
United States Department of Health and Human Services Draft Definition of Comparative Effectiveness Research 
sourced from http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/cer/draftdefinition.html 
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ATTACHMENT A: NHMRC PRIORITY AREAS, STRATEGIC PLAN 
INITIATIVES AND SPECIAL INITIATIVES FOR 2010 
Each year the NHMRC designates a small number of health areas in which it encourages 
applications. These areas are either NHMRC priority areas, strategic plan initiatives (NHMRC 
Strategic Plan 2007-2009) or areas in which NHMRC has received specific additional funds support 
additional priorities and special initiatives. These are listed below:   

1. NHMRC’s Priority Research Area - Indigenous Heal th  
In 2010, NHMRC has again designated Indigenous Health Research as our only Priority Area. NHMRC 
is committed to doing what it can to advance Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health research and 
has established certain requirements and processes which are designed to ensure that research into 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health is not only of high scientific and ethical merit but that it is 
beneficial to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

The NHMRC has made a commitment to a target of at least 5% of its total research funding being 
allocated to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health research. Researchers proposing to do 
research which specifically relates to the health of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples, 
or which includes distinct Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander populations, biological samples 
or data must be aware of and refer to, the following documents in formulating their proposal:  

Criteria for Health and 
Medical Research of 
Indigenous Australians.  

Applicants are required to address the 
extent to which their application fulfils 
these criteria in relation to research into the 
health of Indigenous Australians including 
documentation and other relevant written 
evidence where appropriate. 

The NHMRC Road Map: 
A Strategic Framework for 
Improving Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Health through Research.  

The overall objective of the Road Map is to 
support the NHMRC to advise Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities 
throughout Australia, on the achievement 
and maintenance of the highest practicable 
standards of individual and public health, 
and to foster research in the interests of 
improving those standards. 

Values and Ethics: 
Guidelines for Ethical 
Conduct in Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Health Research.  

This document provides guidance to 
researchers for conceiving and designing 
research proposals which meet the highest 
ethical standards and ensure respect for the 
principles and values of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander culture/s in which the 
research will be conducted.  
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2. Strategic Plan Initiatives to build Australia’s research effort  
The NHMRC Project Grant scheme supports investigator initiated research. That is, researchers 
apply for funding to complete research in their field of interest.  

The NHMRC Act requires the organisation to develop a Strategic Plan which must identify the 
major health issues of the triennium and the NHMRC’s plan to tackle them. These issues can be 
found in our Strategic Plan (http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/nh80syn.htm). 
NHMRC’s current Strategic Plan was tabled in Parliament on 21 March 2007.  NHMRC has a wide 
range of Committees to deal with the issues identified and for some issues, NHMRC wishes to 
attract new research ideas to expand our research efforts in these areas. 

In 2010, NHMRC invites applications for projects to address the following issues: 

a) Complementary and Alternative Medicine 

“One in two Australians regularly use complementary and alternative medicines with Australians 
spending more on complementary and alternative medicines than prescription drugs. NHMRC will 
initiate new approaches to research and the provision of evidence based advice in complementary 
and alternative medicines during this triennium.” 3 

b) Effective Health Care: Comparative effectiveness  research 

“Changing demographic, quality care and the impacts of new therapies and diagnostics will increase 
the pressure on Australia’s health care system.”4 

In 2010 NHMRC is calling for applications addressing Comparative Effectiveness Research. 

Comparative Effectiveness Research5 compares the effectiveness of interventions and strategies to 
prevent, diagnose, treat and monitor health conditions in response to the needs of a range of 
stakeholders, including patients, providers, and decision-makers. To undertake comparative 
effectiveness research, a variety of data sources and methods may be developed or expanded, and 
may assess an array of health-related outcomes for diverse patient populations. 

c) Effective Health Care: Mental illness - Services  for severe and persistent mental 
illness 

Effective health care is an identified major health issue in the current NHMRC Strategic Plan6. The 
previous National Health Committee indicated that there was a need for research to inform health 
policy development for people with chronic and persistent mental illness.   

Project Grant applications are sought that address the following:  

i. identify which service structures best support optimal client outcomes (across the domains 
of welfare, rehabilitation, housing, physical health and mental health) for people with 
chronic and persistent mental illness;  

ii.  promote change in practitioner practices in line with research outcomes; and  
iii. trial new and innovative systems of care based on evidence of "what works".  

Applicants are particularly encouraged to consider the following areas:   

a. evaluation of systems of care that encourage cooperation and coordination of services 
across relevant areas of health, vocational rehabilitation and disability support in line with 
current government priorities;  

                                                 
3 cf. NHMRC Strategic Plan 2006-2009, p.11 
4 cf. NHMRC Strategic Plan 2006-2009, p.11 
5 Text based on the United States Department of Health and Human Services Draft Definition of Comparative Effectiveness Research 
sourced from http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/cer/draftdefinition.html, accessed 27Nov09 
6 cf. NHMRC Strategic Plan 2006-2009, p.11 
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b. improving knowledge about the capacity within service systems to achieve effective 
outcome measurements and monitoring of individuals in the system; and  

c. mechanisms to prevent system failure (in health, rehabilitation and disability support).  

d) Global Health 

“Australian researchers accept a responsibility to contribute to the improvement of health 
throughout the world, and to contribute to growing activities to address the health burdens of the 
developing world.”7 In 2010, NHMRC calls for applications in two areas:  

I.  Health Challenges of Climate Change (for details see Special Initiatives below) 
II.  Health Issues in our Region8. In 2010 NHMRC invites applications addressing Health Issues in 

our Region.  The primary focus should be on major health burdens in developing countries in 
Asia and the Pacific9.  The focus of the work (“centre of gravity”) must be in the developing 
country.  Applications are welcome in all four “pillars” of health and medical research: 
biomedical research, clinical research, health services research, and public health research.  

e) Nanotechnology and Health 

“New nanotechnologies are ready to transform many aspects of manufacturing, and provide many 
advances in health diagnostics and treatments.” 10  

NHMRC seeks project grant applications that seek to investigate health safety, new diagnostics, 
and/or novel nanotechnology treatments. Biomedical research areas include, but are not limited to: 

·  diagnostics and therapeutics; 

·  targeted drug delivery; 

·  regenerative medicine including biological scaffolds; 

·  novel medical devices for in vivo use; and 

·  cellular based therapies. 

Health and safety research areas include, but are not limited to: 
·  improving the safety and nanomaterials through improved design; 

·  predictive pharmacokinetics; and 

·  structure-activity modelling of the behaviour and toxicological properties of nano-
particles relevant to the Australian context. 

f) Obesity – Intervention   

“This represents a serious and growing national health concern and an increasing burden on the 
health care system. There is a need to examine the key risk factors that lead to obesity, and actively 
pursue opportunities to provide the scientific support for holistic national strategies to reduce the 
individual and community health burdens. NHMRC will make obesity prevention and treatment a 
major focus for the triennium to support a comprehensive national strategy.”11 

In 2010, NHMRC invites applications for research into preventative public health interventions, 
including the evidence of the sustainability of preventative public health interventions.  

                                                 
7 cf. NHMRC Strategic Plan 2006-2009, p.13 
8 Special Eligibility criteria apply, refer to section 5.4 of the Project Grants Funding Policy for funding commencing in 2011 
In 2004, with the Wellcome Trust, the Health Research Council of New Zealand and NHMRC funded 11 projects that focused on the 
major health problems of developing countries in South and South East Asia and islands of the Pacific.  In 2009, NHMRC extended 
this program by calling for applications via the 2009 Project Grant funding scheme leading to the funding of 14 project grants.   
9 Eligible developing countries are those in Asia or the Pacific declared by the Minister for Foreign Affairs for the purposes of the 
Overseas Aid Gift Deduction Scheme, refer http://www.ausaid.gov.au/ngos/devel_list.cfm [accessed 10Nov09]. 
10 cf. NHMRC Strategic Plan 2006-2009, p.13 
11 cf. NHMRC Strategic Plan 2006-2009, p.11 
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g) Water Quality and Health 

“Australia is focusing on the water shortages that many urban and rural communities are facing. 
Public trust in the safety – immediate and long term – of their water supply is essential, and unsafe 
water supplies can and do cause much ill health and death worldwide. For Australia, it seems 
inevitable that the safety of recycled water (direct, through treated, or indirect through discharge 
from upstream towns and cities) will be important over this period.”12  

3. Special Initiatives  
NHMRC has received additional funds for targeted research in the following:  

a) Asbestos –Related Diseases 

It has been estimated that 54,000 Australians will be diagnosed with asbestos-related diseases by 
the year 2020.  Applicants should note that additional funding of $500,000 per annum is available 
until 2015/16. 

b)Dementia Research  

This special initiative is supported by the Department of Health and Ageing and constitutes round 3 
of the Department’s Dementia Research Grants Program. The aim of the Program is to support 
dementia research aiming to: 

·  develop innovative service delivery models;  

·  develop, trial or build on prevention and risk reduction strategies, assessment, treatment or 
management models; 

·  improve the knowledge base on epidemiology and population health; or   

·  focus on the practical applications of evidence based research. 

Note: biomedical research is not eligible for support under this special initiative.  

c) Electromagnetic Fields 

Applications are sought that address the 2006 WHO Research Agenda for Radio Frequency Fields 
(see http://www.who.int/peh-emf/research/rf_research_agenda_2006.pdf).  Successful applications 
will be funded through the Australian Government’s levy on radio communication licence fees.  

d) Health Challenges of Climate Change 

NHMRC is working with the Department of Climate Change and the National Climate Change 
Adaptation Research Facility to identify and support research to address the health challenges from 
global climate change.  

Climate change will have health impacts that are nationally significant, and support is available for 
relevant research in areas including water quality, infectious diseases, the capacity of the health 
system to cope with disasters and the health benefits or adverse health effects of adaptation and 
mitigation strategies.  

Applications that address priority questions in the Human Health and Climate Change - National 
Adaptation Research Plan are highly encouraged. The Human Health and Climate Change - 
National Adaptation Research Plan can be found at: http://www.nccarf.edu.au 

                                                 
12 cf. NHMRC Strategic Plan 2006-2009, p.12 
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Summary of the priority research questions in Human Health and Climate Change -  
National Adaptation Research Plan:13 

Heat  
·  Which categories of persons are most vulnerable to short-term extremes of heat? 
·  Do levels of understanding of the nature of the risks, and personal/household-level ways to 

ameliorate them, vary between these population sub-groups?  
·  Are changes needed to mainstream public health policy?  
·  Do early warning systems (EWSs) for heat waves and other extreme weather events reduce 

adverse health impacts?  
·  Which types of EWS are most effective? 

 
Extreme weather events 

·  Does public education about the risks of extreme events, and their avoidability, alter people’s 
knowledge and behaviour? 

 
Vector-borne disease 

·  What are the future risks of arbovirus diseases arising from climate change? This question 
should focus on population movements and changes in Northern Australia, and monitoring of 
potential vectors. 

– Does climate-driven predictive modelling of any particular vector-borne infectious 
disease outbreak reduce the occurrence of such outbreaks? 

– How would existing public health systems cope with increased levels of vector-borne 
disease (VBD) infections? 

·  Can meteorological forecasts of impending seasonal weather conditions provide useful 
advance warning of altered risks of vector-borne infectious disease outbreaks? Does such 
usefulness differ between human-only and zoonotic VBDs? 

– Are such forecasts enhanced by inclusion of information about changes in 
environmental indicators (e.g., surface water conditions, vegetation levels, etc.)? 

– Will the implementation of such EWSs result in reductions in outbreaks or infection 
rates? 

 
Food, air and water quality 

·  Where will the likely climate change impacts on food safety and quality be observed and 
what measures/practices can be implemented to reduce the risk of food-borne disease 
outbreaks? 

·  What is the role of water authorities responsible for treating water in the management of 
climate change impacts? 

 
Mental health 

·  What interventions are required to minimise the potential adverse mental health effects of 
natural disasters (such as drought, windstorm and fl oods)? Initiatives to address this question 
should build on the established models and frameworks in disaster mental health planning. 

 
Community and indigenous health 

·  How might climate change and changes in occurrence of extreme events affect aspects of 
indigenous culture and living conditions that affect health? 

·  Which types of intervention most effectively increase the level of community resilience? 
– What key characteristics of indigenous, rural and urban communities determine their 

level of resilience to the stress of long-term changes in climatic and environmental 
conditions? 

                                                 
13 http://www.ncarf.edu./national-adaptation-research-plan-human-health  
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Health services and infrastructure 

·  What models of integrating the entire health sector’s adaptive responses best support 
coordination of adaptive activities? 

·  What models of linkage and knowledge exchange between climate change researchers and 
policy-makers best provide relevant decision support in planning health sector responses? 

·  What role should the primary health care sector play as part of a broader public health 
adaptive response to climate change? 

·  Is the health care system adequately structured and staffed to handle increased demands from 
(a) extreme weather events, and (b) outbreaks of infectious diseases? 

– What improvements are needed, feasible and effective? 
·  What forms of in-career training of health care professionals best prepare them to identify 

and respond to climate-related health impacts? 
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ATTACHMENT B: NHMRC PROJECT GRANT CATEGORY DESCRIPT ORS 
The following category descriptors are used to score an application against each of the assessment criteria: 1) Scientific Quality, 2) Significance and 
Innovation and 3) Track Record, relative to opportunity. 
 

Criterion Scientific Quality Significance and Innovation Track Record – relative to opportunity 
7 Highest 
International 
quality and research 
performance 

For example, the proposal: 

·  Has objectives that are well-
defined, highly coherent and  
strongly developed  

·  Is exemplary in design  
·  Is state of the art in concept 

For example, the planned research: 

·  Addresses an issue of utmost importance to 
human health  

·  Will translate into fundamental outcomes in 
the science and practice of clinical 
medicine or public health or fundamental 
changes in health policy 

·  Will be the subject of invited plenary 
presentations at international meetings, 
often with relevance across several fields  

·  Is highly innovative and introduces 
advances in concept 

 
The published research will be highly 
influential. 

For example, relative to opportunity, the applicant(s): 

·  Are generally the most outstanding researchers in 
the country for their peers/cohort  

·  Have very strong records of other research–related 
achievements   

·  Have strong international reputations or are well on 
the way to developing them 

·  Hold leadership positions in highly regarded 
scientific or professional societies 

·  Are highly recognised for their contribution to their 
field of research 

6 Highly 
Competitive  

For example, the proposal: 

·  Is clear in its intent and 
logical 

·  Is appropriate for the 
experience level of the 
applicant and team 

·  Is a near-flawless design 
·  Is highly feasible 

 

For example, the planned research: 

·  Addresses an issue of major importance to 
human health  

·  Could be the subject of invited plenary 
presentations at international and national 
meetings 

·  Is innovative with respect to the question 
being addressed and the approach to it 

 
The published research should be highly 
influential. 

For example, relative to opportunity, the applicant(s): 

·  Have a record of achievement that places them in 
the top 10-20% of peers/cohort  

·  Are well recognized for their contribution to their 
field of research 

·  Have a growing international reputation 
·  Have established a position of leadership, or are 

emerging leaders, in their field 
·  Hold leadership positions in well regarded scientific 

or professional societies 
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5 Excellent  For example, the proposal: 

·  Has clear objectives  
·  Will likely be successfully 

achieved 
 

Any reservations regarding study 
design are minor 

For example, the planned research: 

·  Addresses an issue of considerable 
importance to human health 

·  Could be the subject of invited plenary 
presentations at national specialty meetings 

·  Contains at least one innovative idea 
 
The published research will be influential. 

 

For example, relative to opportunity, the applicant(s): 

·  Have a record of achievement, that places them well 
above average for their peers/cohort 

·  Are well recognized for their contribution to their 
field of research  

·  Have a growing national reputation and their 
research appears frequently at national meetings 

4 Good  For example, the proposal: 

·  Is sound in terms of its 
objectives 

 
But has several areas of minor 
concern in the experimental 
design and/or its feasibility. 
 
 

For example, the planned research: 

·  Addresses an issue of some importance to 
human health  

·  May have some novel aspects, while others 
underpin or extend existing knowledge. 
There are minor concerns about successful 
completion. 

 
The published research should be influential. 

For example, relative to opportunity, the applicant(s): 

·  Have a solid record of achievement  
·  Have made contributions to their field of research  
 
One or more of the CIs has an existing or emerging 
national reputation, albeit in a niche area. 

 
 
 [3] SATISFACTORY -  The application is considered to be satisfactory in terms of its scientific quality, and while the GRP is confident that the applicants 

will be able to undertake the research, on balance it is not competitive. 
 [2] MARGINAL - The application displays a number of good features but is not competitive. 
 [1] POOR - The application is clearly not of sufficient quality to be competitive against any of the criteria  
 
This table shows the percentage of applications received in 2008 and 2009 which were assessed to be in the fundable categories (4-7):  

Category 7 6 5 4 
2008 0.3% 10.8% 27.3% 36.6% 
2009 0.23% 12.8% 29.4% 38% 
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APPENDIX 1: USE OF NHMRC FUNDS AND BUDGET 
 

Introduction 
NHMRC funds the direct costs of the research proposal based on advice from peer review. This 
document is designed to assist Project Grant applicants in identifying resources which can or 
cannot be funded using NHMRC funds, and to assist applicants in the preparation of the budget 
component of their Project Grant application.   

Applications addressing the Strategic Plan Initiative Global Health – Health Issues in our Region 
should also refer to special eligibility criteria in section 5.3 of the policy document. 

Level of funding 
There is no specific limit to funding that may be requested in applications under the NHMRC 
Project Grant scheme. 

Applicants are advised to clearly justify the requested budget paying particular attention to any 
research cost(s) which may be atypical for the particular field of research.  

The Grant Review Panel (GRP) advises NHMRC of a budget for each application in categories 
5, 6 and 7.  The GRPs also advise NHMRC of a budget for applications in category 4 which are 
identified as New Investigator, Indigenous Health, and selected Strategic Plan 
Initiatives/Strategic Initiatives.  The GRPs recommendation is based on the budget requested by 
the applicant, the requirements of the proposal as assessed by the GRP and its knowledge of the 
costs associated with the research. 

Project Grants applicants are required to: 
·  make a case for NHMRC Project Grant funding in accordance with the policy document 

NHMRC Project Grants Funding Policy for funding commencing in 2011, and 
·  declare the sources, duration and level of funding already held for research in the same 

area as the research being proposed in this application.  

Where co-funding has already been secured, applicants should indicate the components of the 
budget for which NHMRC support is being sought. 

Duration of funding 
Applicants for NHMRC Project Grants may apply for funding of between one and five years 
duration. NHMRC has no preference for any particular duration.  

The GRP will recommend the duration of the grant after considering the applicant’s justification 
for the duration of research.  

NOTE: Researchers applying for grants awarded by other funding bodies must refer to the 
relevant guidelines as specific conditions on the level and duration of funding and the items 
supported may differ. These guidelines can be found at the relevant link provided in NHMRC 
Project Grants Funding Policy for funding commencing in 2011.  
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One-line funding 
Project Grant budgets (excluding any equipment component) are provided as a one-line grant 
and grantees may expend the funds as necessary to support the research project provided that  

·  all expenditure is an accordance with the requirements of the Deed of Agreement – 
Research Funding Schemes (the Deed), noting that use of funding for some purposes is 
expressly excluded in the Deed; 

·  funding provided for specific pieces of equipment must be used for such purposes; 

·  funding is not to be used for items which should be provided as infrastructure; 

·  funding is not to be used to supplement salaries relating to enterprise bargaining 
agreements; 

·  annual financial reports itemise expenditure against outgoings, including Salaries, 
Equipment and Direct Research Costs. 

Budget considerations 
There are three areas to consider when preparing a budget proposal: 

1. support for personnel engaged in the conduct of the research; 
2. direct research costs, (which include animal agistment costs); and 
3. equipment costs necessary to conduct the research. 

These and other budget considerations are discussed below. 
Support for Personnel 
Researchers who are not Australian citizens or permanent residents in Australia: 

·  Are eligible to apply for a Project Grant as Chief Investigator B to F; 

·  Are permitted to request a Personnel Support Package if they are based in Australia for 
the duration of the grant; but  

·  Are not permitted to request a Personnel Support Package if they are based overseas 

Associate Investigators are not permitted to draw salary from a Project Grant 

Funding for research support staff who are based overseas may only be considered where this is 
essential to achieve the aims of the research.  

Casual computing and similar casual staff requirements, which will be contracted at hourly rates, 
should be included under Direct Research Costs 

Funds to support personnel are provided as single line Personnel Support Packages (PSPs).  The 
level of PSP requested in an application should match the roles and responsibilities of the 
position, rather than the expertise of a specific person whom the Chief Investigators may intend 
to appoint to the position. Information on PSP amounts can be found at: 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/funding/apply/granttype/projects/budget.htm 

Personnel Support Packages (PSPs) are designed to contribute to salary and salary on-costs (e.g. 
payroll tax, workers compensation, leave loading, compulsory and contributory superannuation 
and long service leave) as well as some additional support for minor operational maintenance 
(this might include postage, phone/fax, printing, stationery, computer hardware and software). 
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Applicants may apply for a full PSP provided that 80% or more of the occupant’s time will be 
devoted to the Project.   

An annual indexation will be applied to PSPs, based on the Australian Government Wage Cost 
Index (WCI). 

Direct Research Costs 
Direct research costs (DRC) are awarded for the purchase of research materials (not personnel) 
required to conduct the proposed research.  For example: items such as consumables, printed 
materials, microfilms, survey or field expenses, purchase costs for animals and computing 
charges. 

DRCs are available in one or more quanta of $5,000. Individual items of equipment costing less 
than $10,000 must be requested as DRC. 

All requests for funds must be fully justified, especially requests for: 

·  programming, preparation and data storage or the hire of external computer time.  Funds 
will not be provided for the hire of computer time on a computer within the applicant's 
institution. 

·  travel costs associated with the conduct of field research;  

·  covering the liability insurance for human clinical trials; and 

·  administrative charges associated with registration of clinical trials. 

NHMRC will not consider requests for conference travel.  

Animal Agistment Costs  
Requests for animal agistment costs must be fully justified in the DRC component of the 
application form. 

The NHMRC will support the costs of animal agistment that are a direct requirement of the 
research project. Animal agistment costs may include the costs of food and caging, and of 
experimental breeding, during the course of the project.  For information on animal agistment 
costs, consult your Administering Institution. The purchase of animals should be included in 
DRC. 

Funds will be provided for the full purchase price of non-human primates. Applicants should 
contact the relevant non-human primate breeding colony to obtain information about the terms 
and conditions associated with the purchase of animals and agistment fees. 

The NHMRC will not support infrastructure costs that should normally be provided by the 
Animal House of the host institution (such as administration or support of Animal House staff) 
regardless of whether or not the institution has its own Animal House. 

An annual indexation will be applied to DRC, based on the WCI. 

Equipment  
Where an applicant is requesting funding for an item of equipment, the equipment must be 
unique to the project and essential for the project to proceed.  Equipment requests must not 
include the type of apparatus normally provided from institutional funds such as freezers, etc.   

Applicants must provide detail as to why the equipment is not being provided by their institution. 

For each item of equipment requested, a written quotation must be received and held with the 
Research Office of the Administering Institution and made available to the NHMRC on request. 
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The applicant must ensure the Administering Institution is prepared to meet all service and repair 
costs in relation to equipment awarded. 

Funds will not be provided for the purchase of computers except where these are an integral 
component of a piece of laboratory equipment or are of a nature essential for work in the field.  
For example: a computer which is dedicated to data collection from a mass spectrometer, or used 
for the manipulation of extensively large datasets (ie requiring special hardware) may be 
supported. 

Individual items of equipment costing less than $10,000 must be requested as DRCs. Applicants 
may not seek funding for equipment totalling more than $80,000 for the entire period of the 
grant. 

Equipment-only applications are not acceptable as Project Grant applications.  Further 
information regarding equipment-only grants can be obtained from the Research Office of the 
Administering Institution. 

An annual indexation will be applied to equipment, based on the WCI. 

Medicare Claims 
The following information relates to health services Project Grant applications having clinical 
relevance in order to attract Medicare benefits. 

Medicare is governed by the Health Insurance Act 1973 which sets out the services attracting 
benefits. Sub-section 19(5) of the Health Insurance Act 1973 provides that benefits are for where 
services are clinically relevant for the treatment of the patient. Clinical relevance is a matter of 
judgement for the patient's medical practitioner. 

Where a range of services or tests are carried out by the patient’s medical practitioner as part of 
the deliberate management of the patient's health, Medicare rebates are payable.  

However, a range of tests offered to a patient by a clinic for which there is no apparent clinical 
necessity, as determined by a medical practitioner, do not attract benefits.  

In light of this information, Medicare rebates would not be available for patient visits to General 
Practitioners as part of a research project, where such visits would not be deemed clinically 
relevant for the treatment of the patient. 

Funding to support overseas research activities 
Applicants may request funding to support specific research activities to be undertaken overseas. 
In doing so the applicants must clearly demonstrate that: 

·  the research activity is critical to the successful completion of the project; and 
·  the equipment/resources required for the research activity are not available in Australia. 

Funding for research support staff who are based overseas may only be considered where this is 
essential to achieve the aims of the research.  

Infrastructure, Indirect Costs and Institutional Ov erheads 
The NHMRC Project Grants scheme does not fund:  

·  the indirect costs of research or 

·  research infrastructure; or 

·  Institutional overheads and administrative charges (levied to pay for institutional research 
infrastructure). 
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This policy applies regardless of whether the institution, department, unit or individual 
researcher is in receipt of any form of Commonwealth or State support for research 
infrastructure. 

Research infrastructure includes facilities necessary to the research endeavour that a responsible 
institution with research as a part of its mission would be expected to supply as a prerequisite to 
its engagement in research, and includes: 

• Physical space and all the services associated with it; 
• Furniture for research staff; 
• Administrative services; 
• Office services and consumables that are not specific to the research project; 
• Laboratory services and consumables that are not specific to the research project; 
• Animal house facilities; 
• Computer networks and basic network utilities; and 
• Personal computers, related network peripherals and software needed for 

communicating, writing, and undertaking simple analyses. 
Research infrastructure does not include: 

• Office services and consumables that are specific to the project; 
• Individual human research subjects or research animal services specific to the 

project; 
• Laboratory services and consumables that are specific to the project; 
• Computer network facilities required to meet project specific needs; 
• Personal computers, related network peripherals and software required to meet 

project specific needs; and 
• Other items of equipment that are required to meet project specific needs. 

 
 


